including being remanded in youth prisons rather

than bailed, further offending and potential life-long
involvement with the justice system. On the other hand,
the NT Royal Commission identified that the vast majority
of children who are dealt with outside of the formal
criminal justice system do not reoffend.

The solutions for challenging behaviours lie within the
community and not a court. The sorts of intervention

BALANCE NOVEMBER 2018

and supports that children need are those which foster
healthy development and positive behaviours; these don’t
and will never exist within a prison. | know, as a lawyer for
twenty years working in those courts, that children need
to be connected to family, culture and community. It is
time our governments did what is right and followed calls
from expert United Nations bodies, medical experts, and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander-led organisations to
raise the age to 14 years.

Summary of youth

justice reforms

Policy Officer
Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission
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