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For those practitioners who are more familiar with the
common law of evidence, this text is also particularly
helpful as each chapter contains an explanation of the
‘common law predecessor’ of each section. Due to the
relatively recent adoption of the Uniform Evidence Act
in the NT, this analysis will be of particular value

in this jurisdiction.

Certainly in the cut-and-thrust of the NT summary
jurisdiction, it is critically important to be able to quickly
point the Court to the correct exclusionary provision upon
which you will rely to make your argument. The distinction
between the general discretion to exclude as contained

in section 135, the power to limit the use of evidence as
contained in section 136 and the mandatory exclusion
power as contained in section 137 can often be blurred. In
his text, Chhabra explains the relationship between these
sections, which party is entitled to rely on these sections,
the order of application of each, and examples of evidence
that might be excluded under each section. The analysis of
these three sections can be found in chapters 5, 6 and 7 is
possibly the most valuable part of the text.

The importance of this text cannot be understated—
especially for practitioners working regularly with
defendants and witnesses who do not speak English as a
first language and who, almost invariably, have a limited
understanding of criminal procedure. This text should be
a daily addition to a criminal practitioner’s court bag, and
be on the bar table in any contested hearing. A working,
and informed understanding of these sections will ensure
that the court is applying the correct test and that the
defendant is receiving the fairest possible trial.

38



