
CULTURAL AWARENESS

The Balanda law explained at Galiwin’ku

Community members, dignitaries andNTLAC representatives at Galiwin ’ku

By Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission
In 2006 legal services from the Top End of the 
Northern Territory travelled to communities in north 
eastern Arnhem Land to provide information about key 
legal issues in the area and evaluate the unmet legal 
need in the region. It was identified that community 
members in the region did not have access to legal 
education about their rights and responsibilities under 
the Australian legal system in a language and context 
they understand.

A DVD was developed in response to that need. The 
DVD was filmed at Galiwin’ku in conjunction with 
Marthakal Homelands Resource Centre, legal services 
and Elders from the region. The DVD draws on the 
existing knowledge of structures of Yolngu law and 
governance in the region, to explain foundational 
concepts about the Australian legal system.

While an intended audience for this DVD is Yolngu 
people, it is also important that those administering 
the Australian legal system understand the law and 
governance perspective of people in the region. This 
DVD can assist in developing and enhancing the 
understanding of legal and related services in the 
region, about the context of those living there.

The launch of the DVD was held at Galiwin’ku on 
12 March 2008. The launch was endorsed through 
ceremony performed by Elders and representatives 
from clans in the region.

If you are interested in incorporating the DVD into your 
service delivery, please call Fiona hussin at NTLAC 
on 8999 3000.

Book s 
available 
for review

The Law Society has books available to be reviewed
by Pracititioners, for publishing in Balance.

Please contact Rebecca on publicrelations@lawsocnt.asn. 
au or 8981 5104 if you wish to review one of the titles 
below. You can keep the book. First in best dressed!

Mugliston, Ainsworth & Colebatch, Traffic Law In Western Australia, 
1 st ed

Heydon & Loughlan, Cases & Materials On Equity & Trusts, 7th 
ed

Barnes & Douglas, BQA: Administrative Law 2nd ed 

Hanrahan, Funds Management in Australia, 1st ed 

Sweeney & O'Reilly, Law in Commerce, 3rd ed 

Mackie, Principles of Australia Succession Law, 1st ed 

Field, Queensland Evidence Law, 1st ed

Ross & MacFarlance, Lawyers' Responsibility & Accountability - 
Cases, Problems & Commentary, 3rd ed

Goldwasser, Mastering Business Law, 1st ed

Clarke & Devereux, Torts: A Practical Learning Approach, 1st ed

Colvin & McKechnie, Criminal Law in Queensland & Western 
Australia, 5th ed

Kenny, Australian Tax 2008

Carter, Peden & Tolhurst - Cases and Materials on Contract Law 
in Australia, 5th ed

LexisNexis Commonwealth Legislation Collection, 2nd ed
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