
Currently, Practice Direction No two of 2007 - Family 
Dispute Resolution - applications for orders under Part 
VII Family Law Act 1975, provides that a certificate 
must be filed with an application unless the applicant 
is seeking an exception, in which event the applicant 
must set out the evidence supporting the exception in 
the affidavit filed with their application. Applications 
without a certificate are considered by a Federal 
Magistrate on the first return date.

The current Practice Direction will be replaced to 
ensure consistency of practice with the processes 
adopted by the Family Court of Australia.

Commencing 1 March 2008, the Federal Magistrates 
Court of Australia will be adopting the same processes 
as the Family Court of Australia for the filing of 
applications for an order under Part VII of the Family 
Law Act 1975. This means that a certificate will be 
required at the point of filing unless an exemption has 
been granted by a Registrar.

• Practice Direction No two of 2007 - Family 
Dispute Resolution - applications for orders under 
Part VII Family Law Act 1975 will be substituted with 
another Practice Direction to come into effect 1 March

2008, which will require the certificate to be filed at 
the same time as the application unless an exemption 
has been granted. Where a certificate is required and 
is not produced, the application will not be accepted 
for filing.

• The new Practice Direction will also provide 
that where an exemption is sought it can be identified 
by way of the pro forma Affidavit approved under the 
Family Law Rules 2004 or by an existing Affidavit 
accompanying the Application, in which event the 
Applicant must identify the relevant portions of the 
Affidavit.

• The Federal Magistrates Court Rules 2001 
will be amended to delegate powers under ss 601 and 
60J to Registrars to make determinations under these 
provisions. Registrars will be available to determine 
requests for exemptions as they currently do for the 
Family Court of Australia, rather than by a Federal 
Magistrate on the first court date.

Adele Byme, Principal Registrar, Federal Magistrates 
Court of Australia

Telephone: (03) 8600 4470

CONFERENCES
13-16 February 2008

Better Choices Better 
Health: Improving 

Compensation Outcomes 
Conference 

Adelaide
www.alloccasionsgroup. 

com/BetterChoicesBetterHe 
alth Phone: (08) 83542285

28-29 February 2008
Negotiating Native Title 

Forum
Novotel, Brisbane 

Infonna
www.infonna.com.au

registration@infonna.com.
au

(02) 9080 4307

6-11 April 2008 
13th Biennial National 

Family Law Conference 
Adelaide Convention 

Centre 
Adelaide

Ph: (07) 3278 3481 
www.familylawsection. 

org.au
Plenary speakers include 

the Hon Justice Diana 
Bryant, Chief Justice 

of the Family Court of 
Australia. Chief Federal

Magistrate John Pascoe 
AO, the Honourable EP 

(Ted) Mullighan QC.
Dr Hugh Mackay and 
Professor Alan Hayes. 

International guests include 
Madam Justice Susanne 
R Goodman (Canada), 

Nicholas Mostyn QC (UK), 
Professor Maggie Bmck 

(USA), Professor Rebecca 
Bailey-Hanis (UK) and 

Anita Chan (NZ). A large 
number of Australian 

judges, federal magistrates 
and leading practitioners 

will also participate in the 
Conference.

18-19 April 2008 
Updates in Legal 

Professional Indemnity 
Insurance

Crowne Plaza, Surfers 
Paradise

www.lawasia. asn. au 
lawasia@lawasia.asn.au 
The conference program 

will cover topics 
including: Global trends 

in Legal P1I. Country' 
Overviews, Key Global 
Decisions in Legal PII, 
Trends in Reinsurance,

Plus! breakout sessions 
for: risk management 

(closed), claims 
management/practitioners, 

law society CEOs/ 
presidents (closed).

12 - 14 May 2008
Australian Winter 

School
“Seen & Unseen Harms” 

Brisbane
Daily Themes are: 
Families & AOD 
Workplace AOD 
Social Exclusion

The Australian Winter 
School brings together 

professionals addressing 
alcohol and other drags 
across health education, 

law enforcement, 
corrections, policy 

and research. Its major 
emphasis is on the 

practical implementation 
and implications of 
research and policy, 
combined with the 

showcasing of innovate 
programs.

www.winterschool.info

26-27 June 2008
4th AIJA Law & 

Technology Conference
Sydney

Australian Institute of 
Judicial Administration, 
AustLII, University of 

NSW '
www.lawtecli2008.org

9-11 July 2008 
10th Australian Institute of 
Family Studies Conference 

‘Families Through Life’ 
Australian Government, 
Australian Institute of 

Family Studies 
Melbourne Exhibition 

Centre
Tel: (03) 9682 0500 

Email: info@ 
aifsconference08.com

8-10 October 2008 
ANZELA 17th Annual 

Conference
Lawyers and educators 

working together. 
Christchurch, New 

Zealand
www.anzela.edu.au
cle@lawyers.org.nz.
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