OTHER PASSIONS...

From Russia with love

When Janet Neville was a “sub-teen:
a set of Reader’s Digest Russian literature ciassu:s -
born.

“They were Dostorovsky and Tolstoy
and I absolutely had to own them,”
LAWASIA’s  Secretary-General :
(Acting) said. soon dewloped a 1ove for Russmn
posters, thanks tc
worked with who
database

“My tather had the same initial as me
and [ thought it might be construed as a
reasonable mistake if I ordered this
collection of books in his name.

“Needless to say sooner or later 1 got
»  and
spruny by not paying one of the bills!

Janet’s father let her keep the books.

“It took me many years to read them.
()hvionclv a 1 3- -yea Id is not gomg to

the “Russian thing”
parental influence.

brlght rcd prucnd lcath
but I think by then th
me as a bit of an odd fish
she said laughing. ©
“1 think the link is
up in a country t
parochial as New

mcsmgos across. | mean,
small and  postersin those days wete
on literacy and politics,”

yOou grow

Russian literate and her
But it wasn’t until some years later that  come in handy in other
instance, the one fea
watermark on this page.

“Idid ... J ,
European languages with a major in  “] used to tell my childre
Russian and whenI ished therewasa  declaration from your mott
position in the } ern European  not clean up your rooms ri
anguages departm e Australian - these people with guns wi
National Universi a research  get you’,” she said laughing.

assistant.
“So one of my first jobs was actually  Janet has also collected othe
sitting in the Nati Library in. . pieces” from the exo

Canberra, going through old 1930sand including a display of Russian futurist
40s editions of Literaturnaya Gazeta,  books and the shawl pictured with her
which is the organ of the Russian writers  here which was a gift from her sister-in-
union.” law.

For Janet Neville that respect will
always be part of her passion — to and
from Russia, with love. ®
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