ew Appointments

Appointment of
Registrar of the Family Court

Mr Stewart Brown has been appointed to
the position of Registrar of the Family Court
at its Darwin Registry. He commenced his
duties with the Court on the 31st August
1998.

Registrar Brown was previously em-
ployed by the Northern Territory Legal Aid
Commission in Darwin and practised prima-
rily within the Family Law jurisdiction.
There exists therefore the potential for mat-
tersto be listed before him in which he hashad
some involvement with one of the parties
prior to his appointment.

In such cases it may be that the parties
will wish that their matter not come before
Registrar Brown. The Court is anxious to
avoid embarrassment to all concerned and
will endeavour to make alternative arrange-
ments for the listing of matters in appro-
priate cases. As you will appreciate such
arrangements pose considerable logistic dif-
ficulties for the Court and as such it would
be appreciated ifasmuch notice as possible
could be given in relation to any situations
where it would be sought to make special
listing arrangements.

Appointment of
Deputy Chief Magistrate

Mr Warren Donald, Magistrate Cham-
bers, Alice Springs, has been appointed as a
Deputy Chief Magistrate by the Acting
Administrator of the Northern Territory.

The appointment was effective from 31
August 1998, for the period that Mr Donald
is located at Alice Springs.

The appointment of a Deputy Chief
Magistrate at Alice Springs will enhance the
status of the magistracy in the region. It is
anticipated that Mr Donald will represent
the Chief Magistrate at various meetings and
functions and carry out relief duties as re-
quired. He will be responsible for allocating
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the workload of the magistrates, and will
assist the Chief Magistrate with administra-
tive matters at Alice Springs.

Mr Donald was appointed to the Terri-
tory magistracy in July 1995, following
lengthy experience as a legal practitioner in
New South Wales and the Australian Capital
Territory. A member of the Northern Ter-
ritory Police Force from 1973 to 1978, Mr
Donald completed his tertiary education in
Sydney, and gained an Honours degree in law
form the Australian National University in
1983.
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7 see Justice Mildren, Chief Warden
M.L.Connor, to be published in Bal-
ance 1988, for further details.
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Mr Stewart Brown, Registrar of the Family Court
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An appeal to the Privy Council was unsuc-
cessful (1876) 10 SALR 248. For an inter-
esting account of the proceedingsattrial, see
H.Whitington, footnote 2, supra.
H.Whitington, supra.

William Villeneuve Smith took silkin West-
ern Australia. Francis (Frank) Villeneuve
Smith took silk in South Australia, and was
at one time President of the Law Council of
Australia. Formore aboutFrank Villeneuve
Smith, see Australian Dictionary of Biogra-
phy, (1891-1939) pp 642-643.



