
TVative Title 
Claims —

Concerns over 
Individual Funding

Further to the recent widespread dis
cussion of native title issues the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Commission 
(ATSIC) has expressed concern about the 
nature of some of the commercial arrange
ments being made between individual le
gal professionals and Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait l slander groups embarking on native 
title claims.

The concerns expressed stem from an 
apparent lack of awareness amongst both 
indigenous groups and the legal profession 
as to ATSIC's funding role in this area. 
^TSIC provides funding to Native Title 
Representative Bodies (NTRBs) to assist 

with the formulation and processing of 
native title claims. It does not directly fund 
native title claimants.

An ATSIC spokesman explained that 
one of the major tasks of the NTRBs (of 
which there are 25 throughoutthe country) 
is to provide the necessary legal and ad
ministrative assistance to groups involved 
in substantiating land claims. ATSIC says, 
"Individual groups intending to pursue 
claims should be aware that ATSIC does 
not consider individual contractual arrange
ments entered into [in pursuance of a 
claim] to be contingent with its funding 
responsibilities, which are already pro
vided for through the NTRBs. TheNTRBs, 
in turn, are refusing to accept responsibil
ity for legal costs submitted to them where 

Lj^ey have not been party to such commer
cial arrangements."

I n this context it expresses concern that 
local indigenous communities have ap
proached, or been approached by mem
bers of the legal profession in relation to 
the pursuance of native title claims under 
this funding misapprehension. "Members 
ofthe profession would be well advised to 
check funding arrangements for ensuing 
claims action with local NTRBs before 
commencing consultative work of a non 
pro bono nature. Likewise they would be 
well advised to advise any person ap
proaching them on this basis ofthe NTRB's 
role in the establishment of native title 
claims."

NTRBs in the NT are:

Central Land Council
Northern Land Council
Tiwi Land Council.
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Find out more today. 
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Support on
1 300 300 224
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And we're 
right beside 
you to help 
you settle in...
Comfort is having instant 
access to that cross-referenced 
case instead of taking yet 
another binder off the shelf.

Comfort is searching through 
thousands of pages of 
legislation in seconds.

Comfort is not having to worry 
about incorrect filing (or any 
filing at alll).

Comfort is knowing that CCH 
is right there beside you to 
help with any queries or 
training needs you may have.

Sometimes the new comfort 
zones turn out to be far more 
comfortable than the old!
If you've been putting off the 
decision to invest in CD-ROM 
technology, now is the time to 
take a look at CCH's expanding 
range of electronic libraries. 
With more than 15 legal titles 
already on CD-ROM - all with 
the potential to dramatically 
improve your productivity - you 
can't afford to wait any longer.
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