entre for Legal Education

No, There Aren't as Many Law Students as There

The popular misconception amongst
lawyers that there are as many law stu-
dents as there are lawyers has been
proved wrong.

In 1996 there were 20,558 law stu-
dents in Australia's 27 law schools. In
the states and territories, the law socie-
ties and bar associations had 35,865
practising lawyers on theirrecords at the
end of 1996 — that is, barristers and/or
solicitors holding practising certificates.
Thus law students were only 57% of that

umber.

The statistics do show some anoma-
lies. For example, in the ACT there
were 514 lawyers with practising cer-
tificates but 1350 law students. This is
probably largely due to the fact that the
Australian National University has tra-
ditionally enrolled law students from
across Australiaand its course has tended

Are Lawyers

to prepare many of its students for gov-
ernment service.

In the largest state, NSW, there were
at the end of 1996 15,085 practising
lawyers but only 6261 university law
students. Students represented 41% of
lawyers with practising certificates .

The situation is somewhat compli-
cated in NSW as there were as well
about 2000 students undertaking the
Legal Practitioners Admission Board
course. Even including them, the per-
centage is still only 55%.

These figures have been compiled in
the Australasian Legal Education Year-
book 1996, published by the Centre for
Legal Education. The Yearbookisa200
page collection of nationwide statistics.
It has chapters on law school students
and staffing, university law libraries,
practical training, continuing legal edu-

cation, admissions to practice and law-
yers with practising certificates. The
statistics are reported nationally, state
by state and, where applicable, institu-
tion by institution.

The fear that the legal profession is
about to be overwhelmed by hordes of
law graduates is largely unfounded. In
addition, other research completed by
the Centre for Legal Education shows
that up to 50% of final year law students
donotsee the private legal profession as
their first choice for a career destination.

The Yearbook, which is available
from the Centre for Legal Education for
$35 brings together information from
various sources and as such is probably
a unique collection of information.

Contact the Centre at GPO Box 232,
Sydney NSW, 2001; tel: 02 9221 3699,
fax: 029221 6280; e-mail cle@fl.asn.au.

THINKING OF MOVING?

STARTING YOUR OWN
PRACTICE?

We have 4 premises, approximately 90 square metres
each, next door to the GPO.

Terms from 1 year with options.

Contact:

Peter or Suzanne Burnett

Tel: 8981 4060
Fax: 8981 3487

to arrange inspection.
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