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Statistics
from NSW

The Law Society of NSW surveys
itsmembership annually at the time of
issuing practising certificates and the
results from this survey have recently
been published.

This year's questions related to gen-
der, nature of employment, dominant
areas of practice, perceived growth ar-
eas, Internet access and income. 63% of
the profession responded, giving a good
sample of circumstances in the NSW
profession.

75% of respondents were in private
legal practice, with 9% working as cor-
porate lawyers and 11%involvedin gov-
ernmental legal work. Of the respond-
ents 31% of males but only 8% of
femalesdescribed themselves as partners.
Correspondingly, relatively high propor-
tions of the female respondents worked
as lawyers in the corporate and govern-
ment sectors (11% and 16% respec-
tively)

52% worked in Sydney city with
24% in the suburbs and a further 12% in
regional centres.

Although mostrespondents declared
themselves to be in full-time work, the
percentage of females who worked part-
time (17%) was almostthree time as high
as males (6%).

Interestingly, almost 5% ofthose who
said they worked part-time reported
working more than 35 hours per week.

The most often reported specialty
was conveyancing/real property, where
36% of allrespondents spent at least one
quarter of their time. Civil litigation,
commercial law and personal injury were
the next three most common categories.

Thetrend toward use of modern com-
munication techniques viaconnection to
the Internet was most prevalent in the
large and very large city firms and 36%
of respondentsreported having access to
the Internet at work.

Questions on income produced some
interesting results, most notable being
that 41% earn less than $50,000 pa (real
take home pay, after expenses, but be-
fore tax). At the other end of the scale,
19% of respondents in both public and
private practice earned more than
$100,000 pa. 24% of men but only 8%
of women respondents were in this cat-

egory.
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CCH RESEARCH LINK

Phone 1 300 302 224

Your direct connection to the
CCH knowledge base

Research Link specialist
researchers, Gerry
Mackenzie and Patricia
Hemmings, are fully
backed by the global
resources and expertise
of CCH’s professional
editorial feams.

Until now, the only way to access CCH's extensive

‘knowledge base of specialist business law information

has been through the printed pages of our familiar
black and gold binders or via your PC with our
electronic products.

Now there's another way — CCH Research Link.

Whether you have a complex query or you just want a
copy of the latest case in a particular area, a simple
phone call, fax or email to CCH Research Link will
provide quality research results that are tailored to your
needs, within your deadline and within your budget.
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Membership to CCH

Research Link is free!
 Become a CCH Research k
 Link member and we'll send

you a-membership kit which / ( :
contains your special ' o
membership number and MCH
detdiled price list for research  RESEARCH
queries. To register, simply . ___________I.‘W(
call 1 300 302 224 and

you'll have a ded of
information at your fingertips!
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