Human rights
accedence

The Northern Territory branch of the
International Law Association in
conjunction with the Northern Terri-
tory University Law School held a
seminar in October last year on the
implications of Australia's accedence
to the First Optional Protocol of the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights.

The guest speaker was Dr Hilary
Charlesworth, Senior Lecturerin Law
at Melbourne University.

Dr Charlesworth is well known for
her work in human rights and inter-
national law.

TheFirst Optional Protocol was signed
on 25 September by the Foreign Min-
ister, Gareth Evans, and came into
force for Australians on Christmas
Day last year.

The Protocol gives individuals in
Australia the right to complain for the
first time in an international forum for
breaches of human rights.

Dr Charlesworth explained the main
procedural issues involved in pre-
senting a case to the Human Rights
Committee in Geneva.

The complaint must be from an indi-
vidual as opposed to a group, it must
relate to a breach of an Article of the
Covenant and, most importantly, the
author of the complaint must have
exhausted local remedies.

Dr Charlesworth also dealt with some

substantive issues involving Article 1
of the Covenant (the right to self de-
termination), Article27 (the rights of
minority groups), and Article 26
(prohibition on discrimination).

She outlined the growing jurispru-
dence in this area which is now nec-
essary for Australian lawyers to
comprehend.

S he also dealt with issues under the
Covenant which may have particular
importance to Northern Territory
practitioners such as rights of Abo-
rigines, refugees and rights affected
by detention laws.

Although the shortcomings of the
Optional Protocol were pointed out
by Dr Charlesworth, our accedence to
it certainly strengthens human rights
in Australia.

Although the Human Rights Com-
mittee in Geneva does not have pow-
ers of enforcement, the Committee
publishes annual reports and names
states which have violated the Cov-
enant.

Dr Charlesworth's inspiring lecture
will, no doubt, result in Northern
Territory practitioners developing a
keen eye for rectifying breaches of
the Covenant.

--Jenny Blokland.

McLEAN & CO

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
AGENTS
McLean & Co will accept instruc-
tions for the conduct of agency work
in all South Australian jurisdictions,
including personal injury, criminal,
matrimonial, debtcollection, criminal
injury compensation, worker's com-
pensation.  Telephone H McLean
(08) 2732820 or fax (08) 2117128.

GPO Box 1985, Adelaide 5001.

Please do not: (1) carry too much
cash; (2) exhibit your jewellery un-
necessarily; (3) give your room
number to any vendors but to in-
form the shop to deliver your goods
to the bell counter for your atten-
tion; (4) leave any valuable articles
in your room during your absence;
(5) associate with solicitors around
the hotel.

So saeth the Indra Regent Hotel in
Bangkok...
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“INITIAL"

Save time with clients
by labelling when
signatures are
required.

1. The bright colour will not
be overlooked.

2. It is removable.

3. It is reusable.

4. It is produced for us in
Brisbane.

5. It is very economical.

Packed in lots of 200
at only $4.75.

ORDER NOW!!
Fax: 814308
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Delivery: $5.00 for new
clients & C.0.D.
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