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GST challenge on legal aid

TheMinister for Justice, Michacl Tate,
has challenged the Coalition to cx-
cmpt legal aid from its Goods and
Scrvices Tax.

Scnator Tate madc the challenge
during aspecchtoopen the Legal Aid,
Legal Access conference in Sydney
last week.

He said the tax would deny about
16,000 low income carncrs access Lo
legal aid.

Scnator Tate said the additional cut of
$10 million in lcgal aid funding pro-
poscd by the Coalition would mcan

the loss of funding for 8,000 cascs.
He said lcgal aid was available to the
most financially disadvantaged with
the current threshold so low that two-
thirds of pcople who qualify for legal
aid are Social Sccurity recipients.
"Ibclicve therule of law isin jeopartdy
if a class of cconomically deprived
citizens have not got access to the
lcgal advice necessary to survive in.
our law-ridden socicty,” he said.
Scnator Tate said if the GST was
implemented it would be devastating
for lcgal aid commissions, legal

practitioncrs and clicnts.

"The funding cut would represent a
rcpudiation of the various State and
Territory agreements with the Com-
monwealth for funding the commis-
sions and may well Icad to the States
taking the opportunity to reduce their
own funding to match the Common-
wealth reduction.

"It [the GST] rcpresents an assault on
allthe principlesofsocial justice which
have underlined the cfforts of thosc in
the legal aid community for almost 20
ycars," Scnator Tate said.

Traditional opening of legal year

The lcgal year opened with the tradi-
tional church scrvice in both Darwin
and Alice Springs last month.

In Darwin an ccumenical scrvice put
together by a small group of practi-
tioncrs was heldat the Uniting Church.
The scrvice was conducted by the
Modcrator-Elect, Ron Brandt, and
rcadings were presented by the Chief
Justice, the President, John Stirk, and
Vivicn Holmes from the Department
of Law.

The Chicf Justice hosted drinks at his
home for practitioners and gucsts in
the afternoon.

In Alicc Springs the service was held
at Our Lady of the Sacrcd Hceart
Church.

The Alice Springs scrvice was fol-
lowed by a luncheon at the Sheraton
Hotcl addressed by Jim Howard, the
Chicf Exccutive Officer of the new
Officc of Courts Administration.

The procession into Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church in
Alice Springs. Photo courtesy of the Centralian Advocate.




