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Admission
reforms

An easier
means of ob-
taining recip-
rocal admis-
sion is being
promoted by
the Law Coun-
cil's constitu-
ent law socie-
tiesand Bar as-
sociations.

I attended a
meeting  in
early July
which  was
called by the
Presidentofthe
Law Council.
At the same
time, similar
steps were be-
ingtaken by the
Standing
Committee of
Attorneys
General (see
story page 2)
engendered by
the warm
winds of micro
economic re-
form.

The Chief Jus-
tice has ad-
vised me that
"paper admis-
sions" will be
introduced
once the nec-
essary regula-
tions are im-
plemented.
The thorny is-
sue in the de-
bate appears to
be admission to
the separate
bars of
Queensland
andNew South
Walesforthose

who practise in an amalgam in their
home states.

r[;le other major discussion is an
attempt to standardise professional
indemnity insurance.

In that regard we are worse than the
railways -- there are five separate
schemes.

With work being done frequently
across siate boundaries, there is a
compelling logic to having one scheme
and thereby avoiding contribution
claims between funds.

Minets convened a conference, which
I attended, where those two issues
were ventilated.

John Dowd QC, formerly Attorney-
General in New South Wales, spoke
of a bill which he had introduced to
the NSW Parliament.

The bill will cap liability at about $3
million.

The US experience is that 25 per cent
of partners’ income is lost to profes-
sional insurance premiums.

Whilst our figures have not reached
those levels, the risk seems to be in-
creasingand claims paid have always
increased over the previous year's
payments.

Congratulalions to those involved
through the long gestation period of
the Community Legal Service.
Much time and effort has been ex-
pended and the Attorney-General has
vigorously assisted the committee.
Hopefully, a permanent home will be
found m the suburbs in due course.
The finats of the school mooting com-
petitionwill be held on Friday August
30 in Court 1.

The Chief Justice will be presiding.
I wish o thank all those who gave
their time in coaching and adjudicat-
ing the various participant teams.

NCA looks at
money crime

In December last year the federal
Attorney-General issued the National
Crime Authority with a reference to
investigate money laundering in
Australia.

The Acting Chairman of the NCA, GJ
Cusack QC, has written to the Society
seeking assistance from the legal
profession.

“The Authority has defined money
laundering as the activity of legiti-
mising illegally earned proceeds,” Mr
Cusack said.

“It is a process rather than an isolated
act.”

Mr Cusack said the inquiry is not
investigating people or organisations
for the purposes of laying charges.
Rather, he said, the NCA will be ex-
amining ways in which money laun-
dering methods might be combatted
through legislative amendment and/
or administrative change.

“Our research today has concentrated
on obtaining background information
and specific case study material from
law enforcement agenciesin Australia
and overseas.

“Assessment of that material has in-
dicated that certain professional
groups appear vulnerable to exploi-
tation by those seeking to launder
profits obtained from illegal activity.
“The legal profession is one of the
groups so identified,” he said.

Mr Cusack said the NCA is looking
for views on the extent to which the
legal profession may be utilised by
money launderers; details of any
suspected instances of money laun-
dering; the problems inherent in
identifying such activity; details of
any guidelines or procedures the
profession hasdevelopedtominimise
such activity, and; the profession’s
views on the need for legislative and/
or administrative reform in the area.
He said the NCA is also seeking views
on current legislation, “how it could
be improved and what if any imper-
fections exist which may allow money
laundering activities.”

Interested practitioners should contact
Chief Superintendent Jim Keegan of
the NCAs Melboume office.



