Blackburn to

be guest for Chinese 'jllStiCE'
causes concern

Law Week

Former New South Wales detective
superintendent Harry Blackburn will
be the Society’s guest during Law Week.
The theme for Law Week is The Media
and Tke Law.

Mr Blxckburn will address a joint Press
Club/Law Society lunch to launch the
week @ Monday April 29 (see back page
for full Law Week details).

He wi address a similar lunch in Alice
Springs on Friday May 3.

Mrs Lsn Blackburn will address a lunch
of fermale practitioners, female media per-
sonneland female police on Wednesday
May L

Mr Blxckbumn, who was at the centre of
one of Australia’s greatest legal debacles,
was anested for serial sexual assault and
kidnapping at the culmination of Opera-
tion Pioto.

The New South Wales Director of Public
Proseastions dropped the Blackburn case
becaus of lack of evidence.

A subequent Royal Commission and
Police Tribunal exonerated Mr Black-
burn ad severely criticised police han-
dling of the case.

The Pdice Commissioner, Mick Palmer,
and Darwin television journalist Andy
Bruyn will discuss The Media and the
Law oxRadio 8DN Talkback on Tuesday

April .

Young Lawyers
to meet in May

wtralian Young Lawyers willhold a
Young Lawyers Forum in Brisbane
over tke weekend of May 18-19.
The Section has invited participation from
all staes.
Amonzthe items set down for discussion
are thefuture direction of young lawyers
in Ausralia, closer interstate relations,
and a praposal for a National Trainee
Advoacy Scheme.
Any afier items for discussion are wel-
came.
Anyoe wishing to attend the forum
shoulficontact the Society for details.

As the second anniversary of the
Tiananmen Square massacrelooms,
the Law Council has expressed concern
about the apparent failure by courts in
China to conduct trials of pro-democracy
demonstrators and others in accordance
with its own Constitution and interna-
tionally accepted standards of fairness.
The Council also views with concern
reports that the defendants in those trials
were denied legal representation of their
choice, that the trials were not open to
observers and that upon conviction, the
defendants were sentenced to harsh pen-
alties.
In many cases, the defendants were pub-
licly condemned through the Chinese
media before they were tried.

The Law Council also views with great
concern the reportly increasing use of the
death penalty in China.

Amnesty International recorded 960 death
sentences in 1990 and at least 750 execu-
tions.

Amnesty said more than 60 people were
reported in official media to have been
executed in January this year, and that
hundreds of death sentences were an-
nounced during mass sentencing rallies.
The Council has asked the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Gareth Evans,
to take up the Council’s concerns during
his forthcoming visit to China.

The Council has also expressed its con-
cerns to the Chinese Ambassador in
Australia for the second time this year.




