
fSIT DOWN GIRLIE’
Legal issues from a feminist perspective
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Her telephone calls for help were met 
with some sympathy but details o f the 
Egyptian legal system and names of 
local lawyers could not be supplied. 
Once home, Catherine tried the Depart­
ment o f Foreign Affairs [Cocktail Par­
ties?] and Trade to ask for help 
with the trial. She was told, 
among other things, that the 
rape of Australian tourists 
happens all the time and is 
in part due to the fact that 
tourists in foreign cities 
do not know which parts 
are safe. Paul M olloy  
from DFAT told the Age 
that Catherine was ex­
tremely brave to go back 
and face the trial.

Girlie could not agree 
more and wishes Catherine a 
swift and sure verdict. Girlie 
also wishes that DFAT staff in embassies 
would provide information about foreign 
legal systems and friendly local lawyers to 
Australians in strife. A  few brochures in 
each embassy wouldn’t be too much to 
ask for, would it?

PRIME MINISTERIAL 
PROGRESS
Girlie was recently informed that the 
Office o f Parliamentary Counsel (the 
hardy souls who are responsible for draft­
ing federal legislation) have been issued 
a directive from the Man himself. Draft- 
speople are now to use the term ‘chair­
man’ rather than ‘chairperson’ in future 
Acts o f Parliament, when referring to 
the person chosen to preside over meet­
ings, committees or boards etc. Hasn’tthe 
value of using non-gender specific lan­
guage been well established for some 
time? Hasn’t the PM kept up with the 
lively feminist discourse on the subject?

Girlie feels compelled to ask the un­
fortunately oft-uttered question: what 
could  be the reasoning behind this ret­
rograde step? One can only conclude 
that the seemingly offensive ‘chairper­
son’ was causing big problems —  after 
all, this is a conservative government, 
‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it’, sorry, ‘if  
it does not appear to be broken there is 
no requirement for repairs’. Maybe 
some blokes in suits were jacking up, 
disrupting meetings, ‘Sorry, I am not a 
person, I’m a man’.

Girlie understands that the term 
‘chairman’ evolved from ‘chairman- 
ager ’, a nice, inoffensive moniker. If the 
‘person(al)’ problems are insurmount­
able, why not get technical and go back 
to ‘chairmanager’? Girlie will seek a 

response to this from the Primeman.

SPARE A THOUGHT
Girlie was reminded that get­
ting worked up about words is 
an absolute luxury when she 
read about the obstacles faced 
by Pakistani women in the 
Peshawar region attempting 
to exercise their right to vote 

in general elections. In Decem­
ber 1996 The H indu  newspaper 

reported that tribesman in the 
rugged tribal regions o f Pakistan 

voted to burn down the houses o f  
women who voted in the February elec­
tions. A new law had just given every 
tribesman and woman over 20 the right 
to vote for the first time in Pakistan’s 
history. However, what the government 
sees fit to give, the tribesmen will take 
away.

Tribal traditions in the remote region 
bordering Afghanistan already keep 
women indoors or forced to cover them­
selves from head to toe when they ven­
ture outside. A spokesperson for an 
alliance o f clerics heading the arson 
squad said, ‘We can’t allow women to 
vote because it will create certain disor­
ders and allow unwanted evils to enter our 
areas’. The political authorities in the re­
gion say they will give women protection 
at the polling station on election day. 
Girlie wonders what protection or sup­
port is offered to the tribal women on 
the other 364 days o f the year?

NEWS FLASH
From the December 1996 issue o f the 
British A irways Flight M agazine  Girlie 
ripped out an advertisement for Soy­
bean Oil Breast Implants (with Trilu­
cent) available at the London Centre for 
Aesthetic Surgery. Is this the answer to 
all those litigious silicone sacks pre­
viously used? Can you dip Italian bread 
in these breasts at trendy restaurants?
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