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In its recent Issues Paper on The Contracting
Out of Government Services the Council noted
that the boundaries of private and public law
were merging; the traditional view that admin-
istrative law applied only to public sector agen-
cies had been challenged.

This collection of papers demonstrates that this
blurring of public and private law is emerging
in a number of jurisdictions in response to
changes in service delivery and administration
that are occurring in governments across the
common law world.

The papers were presented at a conference held
in Saskatoon, Canada, on 17-19 October 1996
under the auspices of the College of Law, Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan. With contributions
from leading writers from Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the
United States, this collection is a fascinating
account of the ways in which legal systems in
those countries have responded to the chal-
lenges of privatisation, contracting out,
corporatisation and deregulation. It also pro-
vides an insight into the way those responses
have differed from country to country on de-
pending their constitutional and historical back-
grounds.

The papers and their authors are listed below:

1. The Province of Administrative Law
Determined?

Michael Taggart

2. Constitutionalism and the Contract-
ualisation of Government

Murray Hunt
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3.

4.

10.

11.

12.

A Public Lawyer’s Responses to Privati-
sation and Outsourcing

Mark Aronson

Theoretical and Institutional Underpin-
nings of a Separate Administrative Law

John W. F. Allison
Administrative Law for a New Century
Alfred C. Aman, Jr

Public Service Law and the New Public
Management

H. Wade MacLauchlan

Administrative Law at the Margins
David Mullan

Intermediate Associations and the State
Janet McLean

The Reach of Administrative Law in the
United States

Jack M. Beermann

Public Law and Control Over Private
Power

Paul Craig

The Underlying Values of Public and
Private Law

Dawn Oliver

Criminal Justice from the Bottom-up:
Some Thoughts on Police Rulemaking
Processes

Hudson Janisch and Ron Levi

13. The Politics of Deference: Judicial
Review and Democracy

David Dyzenhaus

14. The “Ebb” and “Flow” of Administra-
tive Law on the “General Question of
Law”

Madame Justice Claire L’Heureux-Dubé

15. Feminism, Pluralism and Administrative
Law

Alison Harvison Young

This volume underlines the dynamic nature of
administrative law. As Professor Michael
Taggert notes in his introductory paper, those
that expected the province of administrative
law to shrink in parallel with the contracting
state may, so far, be disappointed. Or as Sir
Stephen Sedley (more colourfully but less op-
timistically) describes it in his Foreword “...as
the second millennium gives way to third,...the
sculptural image of law enthroned is having to
give way to a somewhat more cinematic one
of people in gowns running up a downward-
moving escalator.”

This collection of intellectually elegant, some-
times radical but always accessible, papers will
provide all those interested in administrative
law, whatever their background or expertise,
with a highly readable analysis of the past
which also poses some fundamental questions
about the future. (PL)





