Privacy Commissioner Releases
Consultation Paper on National Scheme
for Fair Information Practices

The Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission issued the following News Re-
lease on 18 August 1997.

Privacy challenge for business

The Federal Privacy Commissioner, Ms Moira
Scollay, has today released A National Scheme
for Fair Information Practices, a consultation
paper which proposes national standards for
handling personal information by the private
sector. The paper responds to a request from
the Prime Minister in March for the Commis-
sioner to work with business to develop vol-
untary codes of conduct.

“The scheme will only work if business gives
it full support” says Ms Scollay. “Business
needs to take very seriously the real fears in
the community about use of their personal
records prompted by the explosion of infor-
mation technology,” she says. “The challenge
is there for business to help make the scheme
effective.”

The paper proposes workable ways in which
business can provide adequate protection with
minimum red tape and very little expense.

It also addresses government and business con-
cerns about barriers to electronic commerce.

Other key issues covered by the paper include:

* how businesses can allow people reason-
able access to information about themselves

* the effect privacy safeguards would have
on the marketing of goods and services, and

» complaint handling and dispute resolution

Federal privacy law covers the Federal and
ACT public sectors, and some specific areas
of business such as credit reporting, but there
are no binding safeguards in most of the pri-
vate sector.

“At present,” Ms Scollay says, “there are few
limits to what most businesses can do with
personal information — about such matters as

our health, many of our financial transactions,
and our day to day movements. As more and
more detailed information is recorded as part
of our daily lives, people are increasingly de-
manding some control over the way it is col-
lected and used.”

The National Fair Information Practices
Scheme consultation paper will be distributed
to a wide range of interested parties — inde-
pendent companies, peak business organiza-
tions, consumer and privacy advocates — for
comment, with a view to developing a national
consensus.

For further information or a copy of the report
please contact HREOC Public Affairs (02)
9284 9618 or 9677.

Publicity in Family Law Cases

On 24 June 1997, the Attorney-General tabled
in the Parliament a report entitled “Publicity
in Family Law Cases : Proposals for Amend-
ments to the Family Law Act section 121. The
Attorney-General’s press release following ta-
bling is set out below.

Publication of Family Law Matters

I have today tabled in Parliament a report which
recommends the relaxation of the current pro-
hibition on media reporting of family law mat-
ters.

The report, by the Hon Ian McCall AO, former
Chief Judge of the Family Court of Western
Australia, identifies what it considers to be
compelling reasons for relaxing current restric-
tions on publication. I have asked the Family
Law Branch of the Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment to seek community views on the recom-
mendations with the view to developing a
legislative proposal.

The report recommends that publication, in-
cluding the names of parties, be allowed in all
cases other than those relating to parental ar-
rangements. Under the recommendations the
Family Court would retain discretion to pre-
vent publication in sensitive circumstances.
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