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which came into effect on 1 June 1988 and which, in general,
provides for collection of maintenance payable under court
orders and maintenance agreements. The Act covers:

. the establishment of a Child Support Register, to be
administered by the Commissioner of Taxation in his role of
Child Support Registrar;

. the creation of.a ‘child support debt’, whereby maintenance
previously payable to the payee of an order or agreement
becomes a debt due to the Commonwealth;

. termination of the liability to pay future maintenance to
the payee named in the order or agreement, and removal of
the payee’s entitlement to enforce that debt;

. collection of maintenance, as far as practicable, by
automatic deductions from the salary or wages of employees;
or where this does not or cannot apply, by a direct monthly
remittance by the payer:;

. payment of maintenance by the Child Support Registrar,
through the agency of the Department of Social Security, to
the payee;

. recovery of unpaid maintenance only during the time the
liability is payable to the Commonwealth;

. penalties for payers and employers for offences such as the
late payment of maintenance and failing to provide
information to the Registrar; and

. objection and appeal rights for parties affected by
liability to the Commonwealth.

Decisions under the Act are reviewable in general by the Family
Court.  Decisions with regard to remission of certain penalty
amounts, remission of late payment penalties and consideration
of objections by the Registrar are reviewable by the AAT.

The Child Support Assessment Bill 1989, introduced as an
exposure draft during the Autumn sittings of Parliament, will
give effect to the second stage of the scheme, ie administrative
assessment of child support by the Registrar of Child Support.
It covers eligibility for administrative assessment, the formula
for child support and rights of application to the court for
variation of the formula. The Bill confers jurisdiction on the
courts with jurisdiction under the Family Law Act for these
matters.

Legislative Scrutiny Manual

The Department of the Senate has produced a Legislative Scrutiny
Manual as a guide to public servants dealing with the operations
of the Senate Standing Committee on Regulations and Ordinances
and the Senate Standing Committee for the Scrutiny of Bills.

The Manual comprises various papers and reports which provide an
overview of the operations of the two Committees. It stresses,
however, that legislative scrutiny is a dynamic process and the
Manual does not purport to be a definitive document.

In addition, the Senate Procedure Office recently published the
collection of papers from the seminar on legislative scrutiny
held by the Senate earlier in the year.
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