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Student assistance

Legislation was passed by the Parliament during the 1986
budget sittings which had the effect of significantly
increasing the number of students who have a statutory right
of appeal. The Student Assistance Amendment Act 1986 was
proclaimed to come into effect from 1 January 1987. Until
that date there were two schemes covered by the Student
Assistance Act 1973 ~ the Tertiary Education Assistance Scheme
(TEAS) and the Postgraduate Award Scheme (PGA). The Amendment
Act places two new schemes on a statutory basis, namely, the
Adult Secondary Education Assistance Scheme (ASEAS) and the
Secondary Assistance Scheme (SAS). It is proposed that TEAS,
ASEAS and SAS will be known as AUSTUDY.

The effect of these changes will be the extension of appeal
rights under the Student Assistance Act to an estimated
additional 113000 students. The Department of Education
estimates that over 90% of student assistance applicants will
be covered by the Act from the beginning of 1987. The main
persons who remain excluded from coverage under the Act are
aboriginal students and isolated children. They will continue
to be covered by non-statutory grants schemes. Informal
internal review of decisions operates in respect of these
non-statutory schemes,

SSAT statistics

The Annual Report of the Department of Social Security shows a
significant decline in the numbers of medical appeals to the
Social Security Appeals Tribunals during 1985-86. During the
year, 1787 new medical appeals were lodged (down from 2082 in
1984--85) and the number of medical appeals processed during
the year was 2147 (down from 2678 in the previous year). The
number of medical appeals which the SSATs had on hand at the
end of 1985-86 was 670 compared with 1027 in 1984-85. New
procedures for processing medical appeals at regional office
level are possibly the main reason for these changes.

The Annual Report also shows a marked increase in the
proportion of SSAT recommendations being rejected by the
Department. In 1985-86 the figure increased to 14.56%
compared with 3.4% in 1984-85, 3.7% in 1983-84 and 2.5% in
1982-83. (This matter is the subject of comment in the
December 1986 issue of the Social Security Reporter.)
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