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S t u d e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  

L e g i s l a t i o n  was passed by t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  1986 
b u d g e t  s i t t i n g s  w h i c h  had t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  who have a  s t a t u t o r y  r i g h t  
of a  P P e  a  1. . T  he St~F!~~L.-A_~-~~sk~~ccc~E?E?E?AAm_er!A~ccr!.trtr-P_~-c_r..198P_ w  a  s  
p roc l .a i rned  t o  come i n t o  e f f e c t  f r o m  1 Janua ry  1987. U n t i l  
t h a t  d a t e  we re  two schemes coue red  by t h e  Studep_t_ 
A s s i s t a n c e  -..-.--...- -- A c t  1973 - t h e  T e r t i a r y  E d u c a t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e  Scheme 
(TEAS) and t h e  P o s t g r a d u a t e  Rward Scheme (PGA). The Amendment 
A c t  p l a c e s  t w o  new schemes on a  s t a t u t o r y  b a s i s ,  namely ,  t h e  
A d u l t  Secondary  E d u c a t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e  Scheme (ASEAS) and t h e  
Secondary  A s s i s t a n c e  Scheme (SAS) .  I t  i s  p roposed  t h a t  TEAS, 
ASEAS and SAS w i l l  be known as AUSTUDY. 

'The e f f e c t  o f  t ,hese changes w i . . l l  be .the e x t e n s i o n  o f  a p p e a l  
r i g h t s  u n d e r  t h e  S t u d e n t  A s s i s t a n c e  A c t  t o  a n  e s t i m a t e d  
a d d i t i o n a l  113000 s t u d e n t s .  'The Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  o v e r  90% of s t u d e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  a p p l i c a n t s  w i l l  
be coue red  by t h e  A c t  f r om t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1987. The m a i n  
pe rsons  who r e n ~ a i r ~  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  cove rage  u n d e r  t h e  A c t  a r e  
a b o r i g i n a l  s t u d e n t s  and i s o l a t e d  c h i l d r e n .  They w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  be coue red  by n o r i - - s t a t u t o r y  g r a n t s  schernes. I n f o r m a l  
i n t e r n a l  r e u i e w  o f  d e c i s i o n s  o p e r a t e s  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e s e  
n o n - s t a t u t . o r y  schemes . 

SSAT s t a t i s t i c s  

The Annua l  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Depart,rnent o f  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  shows a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  numbers o f  m e d i c a l  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  Appea ls  T r i b u n a l s  d u r i n g  1385-86. D u r i n g  .the 
y e a r ,  1787 new med ica l ,  a p p e a l s  we re  l o d g e d  (down f r o m  2082 i n  
1984--85) and t h e  number o f  m e d i c a l  a p p e a l s  p r o c e s s e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  y e a r  was 2147 (down f r om 2678 i n  t h e  p r e u i o u s  y e a r ) ,  The 
nurnber o f  m e d i c a l  a p p e a l s  w h i c h  t h e  SSATs had on  hand a t  t h e  
end o f  1985-86 was 670 compared w i t . h  1027 i n  1.984--85. New 
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  m e d i c a l  a p p e a l s  a t  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e  
l e v e l .  a r e  p o s s i b l y  t h e  m a i n  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e s e  changes .  

The Rnnua l  R e p o r t  a l s o  shows a  marked i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  SSRT recornrnendati.ons b e i n g  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t .  I n  1985--86 t h e  f i g u r e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  14.56% 
compared w i t h  3.4% i n  1984-85, 3.7% i n  1983-84 and 2.5% i n  
1982--83. ( T h i s  m a t t e r  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  corrlrnent i n  t h e  
December 1986 i s s u e  o f  t h e  ~~_c~_a,~~,,,.~e~-u_,~~_ty~.Report~gr_.) 
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