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F O C U S  

RAT f ees  -.- 

'The goverrirneril. has announced  as  p a r t  o f  i t s  b u d g e t  measures 
t h a t  a  .F:i l . i .ny .Fee of $200 i . s  t o  bc? i n t r o d u c e d  F o r  a p p l . i c a t i . o n s  
t o  t h e  fidrr~:i.n:i.st.rat:i.vt. Appea l s  l ' r : i . bu r i a l .  The government has 
sta.l:ed t h a t  a p p l . i c a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  ' p e r s o n a l  i.ricome 
m a i n t e n a n c e  m a t t - e r s  eg p e n s i o n s  and  b e n e f i t s '  w : i . l l  n o t  be 
s u b j e c t  t o  %he new f i l i n g  f e e .  I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  f e e  
s h o u l d  be  r e i m b u r s e d  whe re  t h e  a p p l i c a t i , o n  i s  s u c c e s s f u l .  fl 
f u r t h e r  p r o p o s e d  measure  i s  t h a t  a  f e e  o f  $300  be p a y a b l e  on 
a p p e a l s  f r o m  t h e  OAT t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o u r t . .  

S e c t ~ i o n  7 0 ( 2 )  o f  t h e  AAT A c t  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n s  may 
rrlinke p r o v i . s i o r i  pre!;cri$:i.r ig f e e s  t o  be payab1.e i n  rer;pc:ct: o f  
appl . : i .cat ior is  . to  t h e  ' T r i b u n a l  and i n  r e l a t i o n  t:,o t h e  r e f u n d  i n  
whol.e o r  i n  p a r t  o f  such  f ees  whel-a? t l i e  proceed-i . r ig t ,erm:inates 
i n  a  lmanner f a u o u r a b l e  -t:o app l ; i . can t .  B e f o r e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  
was i r i t r c r d u c e d  i n  197'7 t h e  C o u n c i l .  atlv-i.r;ed t h e  t h e n  
A t to rney . . . . .Genera l  .t:hat i n  . the absence  o f  c o g e n t  a rgumen ts  : i t ,  
w o u l d  f e e l  c o n c e r n e d  by  t h e  : i . r ic l .usior i  o f  t h i ! ;  powel- i n  t h e  
A c t .  The n t t o r n e y - . . G e n e r a l  u n d e r t o o k  t h a t  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  any 
p r o p o s a l .  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  power  t o  impose  f e e s ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  I s  
v i e w s  w o u l d  be t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  ( s e e  ARC, F i r s t  G j - ~ m _ 1  
ft,g.f?-o~&., 1 9 7 7 ,  p a r a .  5 3 ) .  

I t :  i . s  r i o t  e n t i r e l y  c?.aaar what. c l .asses  o f  app l i ca t : i . ons  w i . 11  be 
exelnpted .Front . th? p r o p o s e d  f ' i . l . i r ig  f e e  u n d e r  . the gove r r i r nen t ' s  
p roposa l r ;  concern- i .ng incomc-? mai .n ter iance a p p l i c a t i . o r i s  . 
I . lot~rever,  i t :  rnay be r i o t ed  .t:,ha% . i n  t h e  Freeclom o f  InFor~na t : . i o r i  
Laws fimeridnterit B i l l  1906 i t :  i .s  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  certa: i . r i  c h a r g e s  
do  n o t  a p p l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a p e n s i o n ,  
al. l .owari c  c. o r  be r i c ? f i  t pay  a b l e  u  r ide r  t h e  $5~,5er!,,,~~,,-~a_r: _P_g,_n,ss$oons, 
and O l l o w a n c e s  n c t  194.0, - %he %,c ia1  Secu r i - t : j  _?_?c_t _t,,,,_t 12-4, t h e  
zt:.!!d?~~!.t.-~n.?,'.~.r;r;t:,a.~!.c.~~ C,.S& . .  . . .  , o r t 11 e  Y..-t:arew"s...! &.r!,!::.!:tJLc-!!~c-~!t:.r; ..a" .?..?.c..t. 
1 9 8 6 .  I t  i s  a l s o  p r o v i c l e d  t h a k  i 3 p p l . l . c a t i o n ~  i n  r e s p e c k  o f  a l ly  
payment. o f  a  l i k e  n a t u r e  t-he p u r p o s e  of' w h i c h  i.:; t o  p rov i dd>  
incorne s u p p o r t  t o  p e r s o n s  o f  i n a d e q u a t e  means a r e  a l s o  
exernpted frorr t  p a y r r ~ e ~ i t  o f  t:he c h a r g e s .  I t  seem!; 3.i.ltel.y t h a t  
t h e  a p p r o a c h  t a k e n  t o  excl .us: i .on f r o rn  p a y ~ n e n t  o f  . the AnT f i l i n g  
fed? ~ i ~ 1 . l .  be s i . r n i l . a r .  

The C o ~ ~ r i c i l .  hid$ t ~ ~ r j . t t d ! ~ i  t o  t h e  Rtt :orney-. .General .  p r o v i d i . r i g  
a d v i c e  5.0 h i m  on  t h e  imposition o f  f i l i n g  f e e s .  

As p a r t  of; i t s  b u d g e t  rrleasures t h e  gouc?rrirnerit has i r i t r o d u c o d  
t h  e  E.~~-cdo.rn-..oC-,dn:FormalrL~,_n_ I~.~w~-,.~-rnc~~cl~?_~.nt~~~~~~i-:LL-.~i-9~8.6 . 
P r i n c i p a l .  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  riew l e g i . s l . a t i . o n  i.ncS.ude p r o v i s i . o r i s  



f o r  new l e v e l s  0.F .Fees i n  r e s p e c t  o f  a p p l . i c a - t : i o n s ,  a n  . i n c r e a s e  
i n  tlie. h o u r l . y  ra%.e  o f  c I ia rgc !s  f o r  : ; e a r c l ~ i r i g  arid r e t r i e u i n g  
docurnent :s ,  arid a  new c h a r g e  ( o f '  $ 2 0  p e r  h o u r )  i n  r e s p e c %  o-V 
t i r r re  s p e n t  deci .d: i . r ig u~he.l: l?er to g r a n t ,  r e f u s e  o r  d e : f e r  a c c e s s  
. t o  a  d o c u r r ~ e ~ i . t .  Rs rnenk-i.ona?d a b o u e ,  p c ! r s o n s  s e e k i . n g  p e r r j o n a l .  
i n c o m e  mai r i t .er lar ice t locc.trr~ent:;  a r e  exe:rnpte:d f r0n.1 t . he  fee i s  and  
c h a r g e s  . I n  ac ld i .% : ion ,  i t  i s  p r o p o s e d  .I:.hat d e c : i s i . o n s  
c o n c e r r i i n g  f e e s  be  exaamp.ted f r o m  RAT r e u i e c ~ t ,  and  t . l . ia t  t h e  
p r e s e t i . t  pc.~bl.: ic i n t : c? res l r  g r o ~ ~ r i t l s  .t.o b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o ~ t n t  :i.n 
cor is i . t le r : i . r ig  what: l . ier  a  c h a r g t  shou1.d bc: rc?rn:i.t.tc!d bet r e m o u e d .  
'The l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  p r o p o s e s  s . t r e n g t h e r i i . n g  . t he  g r o u n d s  o n  
w h i . c h  a r c - !ques t  f o r  a c c e s r ;  ntay be  r e f u s e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  
~ d o r k l . o a d .  S e c t i o n  4 . 5 ( 2 )  : i s  t o  be  arnendecl t o  eznsure t h a t  
r r l a t e r i , a l .  p r o u i t j e t l  i n  c o n f i , d e r i c e  t:o aga?ric:i.e:!s by non- . -gouer r i r r~er j t  
s o u r c e s  1 ~ 1 i . l . 1  be  pro.t:c:c.l:azd . f r om d i s c l o s u r e  e u e n  w h e r e  i t  has 
be e  n  i. r i  c  o r p  o r a  t e  tl i. n  -i r i  t: e r  ri a l. wo r It i r i  g  d  c) c u r r lc? r i  .t. !; . l" h a? r e i3 r e 
o t h e r  rn i r i o r  c h a n g e s  . 

C o s t s  b e f o r e  , - " t h e  RAT 

'The suggc:s t . : ion  t h a t  t h e  AA'I' w o ~ ~ l d  be g- i .uen a  powel- t o  a~ r ra rd  
c o s t s  a g a i n 5  t u n s t , ~ c c e s s . f u l  p a r t i . e s  b e f ' o r e  . t he  T r i . b u n a l .  was 
a i r e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  f o l l . o w : i r i g  t h e  B u d g e t ,  Rriy p r o p o s a l .  t :o g i u t : !  
. t he  Rn'r  a  g e ~ i e r a l  c o s k s  power  w i . 1 1  r e q u i r e  a n  arneridrnen.t t o  , t he  
OAT R c t  and  at:. t h e  t i . r r l t a  o f  go i . ng  t o  p r e s s  w i . t h  t l i i r ;  i s s c . ~ e  o f  
Rdrnin - "-" R e u i e w  no s u c h  1 . e g : i . s l a . l : i o n  had b e e n  i n t r c ) c l u c e d  . 
R t p  r  6: s  e r l  .t , t h  e  R A 'T ha  s  o  11 I .  y  1  i. r r l  i t 6: cl p  ow e r s  i. n I~ e 1  a  t i. o r i  t r  o  .t 11 t? 

cost : ,s  o f  p t z r sons  a p p e a r i n g  b e f o r e  k t .  :It has  power  t o  o r d e r  
t h e  payrrIt:!ri.t o f  f e e : ;  arid a l . l o w a n c e s  o.f p e r s o n s  sumrr~oried t o  
a p p e a r  a s  ~ ~ ~ i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h e  T r l . b u n a l . .  I t  a l s o  has  power  i n  
r t - ! l a  t i .0 rl t o  :I. tz g a l .  c  o s  t r; i r i  t w o  j  u r  i .  !; tl i c t i .  o ri  s  ..... Comrrlo r iw t :a l  t h 
er r l p l oyees  co r r tpensa . t i on  arid F '0: I .  I n  b o . t h  j u r i s t l i c t i o n s  c o s  t:s 
c a n  0 n l . y  be a w a r d e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Cor r~r r~on~rea l . l : . l i ,  and  the! F01: 
' p o w e r '  : i s  recarrtrrterlclatory o n l y  . 

T h e  C o t , ~ n c : i l  has  recen. t . : l . y  t rar ism: i . t : .ked a d u i . c e  t o  t h o  
R2.:torney....,Ga;nerral o n  t h e  r r ~ a t t e r  . 

S o c i a l .  - S e c u r i t y  -" A e e s a l s  ' T r i b ~ ~ r i a l . ~ :  t 'o te r~ t : : i .a l .  u f o r  p r o b l e m s ?  ..... 

S o c i . a l  S e c u r i t y  R p p e a l s  ' T ' r i . b ~ ~ n a l s  h a u e  no l e g i s l a t : i u e  
f o u n d a t i o n .  'They w e r e  s e h u p  by rn:i17i.:;tc+r"la:l, d i r e c t i u e  and  
t h e i r  j u r : i s t l i c t i o n  was a l s o  g r a n t e d  by r r 1 : i n i s t e r i a l  t l i r e c t : i . u e  
T h e i r  p o w e r s  a r e  I . i . r r~ i t a>d  t o  recomrnend:i.rig t h a t  p r i r n a r y  
d e t : i s i o n s  be  a . F f : i r m e d ,  v a r i e d  o r  a n n u l l e c l .  : L n i t ; i a l . l y ,  . t h e i r  
j u r i s t l r i . c t l o n  was c o r i f i n e c l  t . o  h e a r i n g  non- , , r r ted ica l  a p p e a l . ! ;  but: 
a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  e x . k e n s i o n  o f  .kha,ir , j u r : i s d i c t : . i o n  o c c u r r e d  i . n  
1.980 w h e n ,  by d : i . r e c t i o n  o f  . t l .~c? M i . n i s t e r ,  t h e i r  j u r i s d l . c t i . o n  
was e x . t e n d e d  .t:o : i n c l u d e  r n e d i c a l  appea3.s i n u a l u i n g  i nua1 . i . d  
p e n s i o n s ,  s i c k n e s s  b e n e f i t s  and  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i . l d r e n l s  
a l . l . o w a n c e s .  


