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Student Assistance Review Tribunal (SART)

Legislation was introduced into the Senate on 11 September
1985 which proposes significant changes, of an administrative
nature, in the operation of the SARTs. The Council was not
consulted before the legislation was introduced. The Bill
proposes that the large number of existing Tribunals should be
abolished and one Tribunal set up which, in effect, would
comprise a pool of Convenors (formerly called Chairpersons)
and members. It is expected that there would be one Conuenor
and a number of members in each State, and that Tribunals
would be constituted out of this pool for the purpose of
hearing individual appeals.

Other changes proposed would enable the appointment of acting
Convenors, would allow the SART to remit matters to the
Department for reconsideration in accordance with its
directions or recommendations, and would provide for more
flexible procedures regarding hearing notices.

These changes are contained in the Student Assistance
Amendment Bill 1985. 1In introducing the Bill the Minister for
Community Services, Senator Grimes, indicated that it was
intended to reappoint all present Chairpersons and members of
existing SARTs as Convenors and members of the new Tribunal.
The Minister's second reading speech, which outlines the
provisions of the Bill, may be found in Australian Senate,
Hansard 11 September 1985, at pages 414-415,
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