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Lighting and Streetscaping  
id e n t i f ie d  as key s a fe ty  
issues
P ed estrian  lig h tin g  and s tree tscap in g  have 
em erged as significant urban safety issues for 
the  W o rk in g  G ro u p  on C rim e P re v e n tio n  
Through Urban and Housing Design.

It has been suggested that Electricity Trust of 
S o u th  A u s tra lia  (E T S A ) and a la n d sc a p e  
d e s ig n  p ro fe s s io n a l help  a d v ise  on th e se  
issues. The Group, which is preparing a report 
of the Coalition A gainst Crime, is developing 
A ustra lia’s first crim e prevention guidelines 
for urban design.

Aspects recommended for the guidelines are:

•  Principles for use in the planning and 
development system;

•  A re s o u rc e  fo r  use  a t th e  lo c a l 
co m m u n ity  le v e l (fo r ex a m p le , by 
lo ca l crim e p reven tion  com m ittees); 
and

• S tan d ard s  fo r the design  secu rity  o f 
buildings.

The W orking G roup recom m ended th a t the 
p la n n in g  and  d e v e lo p m e n t in d u s try  be 
ed uca ted  to in co rp o ra te  these gu id e lin es  in 
their building designs.

The G roup may develop priorities to oversee 
guideline development and implementation.

M arion Leads w ith  S a fe r  
Shopping Study
A u stra lia ’s firs t crim e prevention  p ro jec t to 
im prove safety in shopping centres has begun 
at W estfield  M arion Shoppingtow n in South 
Australia.

The Crime Prevention  U nit o f the A ttorney- 
G e n e ra l’s D e p a rtm e n t is fu n d in g  the  six- 
m o n th  s tu d y  w ith  W e s tf ie ld  M a rio n  
m anagem ent, D arlington Police and M arion 
Council.

Details of the pilot project at Marion Shopping 
Centre have been released. Among the aim s 
of the project are to:

•  C R E A T E  a s a fe r  s h o p p in g  
environment;

•  REDUCE crime and the fear of crime;

•  RAISE awareness among shoppers and 
reta ilers so they can take p recau tions 
and  re d u c e  th e  r isk  o f  b e c o m in g  a 
victim.

"Research show s that areas in w hich people 
congregate in large num bers tend to p resen t 
problems for public safety", said Mr. Sumner, 
South A ustralia’s A ttorney-G eneral. "Large 
shopping centres are not immune and we want 
to do something about that".

The Crim e P reven tion  U nit approached  the 
M anager o f W estfie ld  S ho p p in g to w n , M r. 
Brian Fuller, and the M arion Council to seek 
their invo lvem ent. T hey, along w ith  C h ie f 
Inspector Peter M arshm an of D arling Police, 
im m ediately got righ t behind the p lan . The 
U n it c h o se  W e s tf ie ld  b e c a u s e  i t  is  
representative of shopping centres throughout 
the m e tro p o litan  area . It has no m ore o f  a 
problem than other centres but its management 
is com m itted to the p ro ject. Mr. Fuller said 
the project would be developed as a model for 
other centres. The study w ill be headed by 
K ate M c llw a in , a p ro je c t o ff ic e r  w ith  the  
Crime Prevention Unit.

Ms. M cllw ain  w ill assess  p ro b lem s o f car 
theft, theft from cars, shop theft, disturbances 
and overall public safety.
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There will be a safety audit of shopping centre 
d e s ig n  fe a tu re s  and  c r im e , a lo n g  w ith  an 
a n a ly s is  o f the  im p ac t w h ich  th e  p h y sica l 
design o f the centre  and its env irons has on 
crime.

Shoppers and traders w ill also be extensively 
interview ed about their attitudes and feelings 
of security.

"It is very  im portan t to invo lve  the people - 
th e  s h o p p e rs  and  t r a d e r s  - as  m uch  as 
possible", Ms. M cllwain said.

Following this, in conjunction with all parties, 
in c lu d in g  W estfie ld  M arion  m anagem ent, 
m e a su re s  to  o v e rc o m e  p ro b le m s  w ill be 
identified.

"E x p e rie n c e  o v e rse a s  sh o w s th a t s im p le  
m echan ism s can be used  to help  overcom e 
behav ioural p rob lem s in shopping centres", 
Ms. M cllwain said.

C rim e  P re v e n tio n  U n it  M a n a g e r , Sue 
M illbank, said the safer shopping project was 
one o f a range  o f co m m u n ity -b ased  crim e 
prevention initiatives either underway or soon 
to begin in South Australia.

First Forum Focuses on 
Team Approach
C rim e preven tion  w orkers from  throughout 
South Australia gathered last year to exchange 
ideas.

The Community Forum was attended by about 
100 people involved in the Crim e Prevention 
Strategy.

The Forum programme was designed to allow 
all those involved in the Strategy to network, 
to  in fo rm  o th e rs  o f th e ir  s u c c e s s e s  and  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  an d  to  in c re a s e  th e  le v e l o f  
awareness on the strategy.

C rim e P rev en tio n  M in is te r, C hris Sum ner, 
opened the Forum by stressing the importance 
of fostering the flow o f inform ation on crime 
prevention across the State.

Mr. Sum ner also launched the first edition of 
F o c u s  (see  th e  b ack  p ag e  fo r a r e p o r t  on 
feedback to the first issue).

T h e  F o ru m  p ro g ra m m e  c o v e re d  an 
in fo rm a tio n  s e s s io n  on th e  SA  C rim e  
P reven tion  Strategy, its im plem entation  and 
the role of the CPU (Crime Prevention Unit).

T his session included  asking partic ipan ts to 
generate every question they could about the

Crime Prevention Strategy, its implementation 
and the role of the CPU.

M ost o f the questions covered  the top ics o f 
CPU policy; evaluation ; w hat happens after 
1994; state and local governm ent; bipartisan  
su p p o rt; fu n d in g ; lo ca l co m m ittee  issu es; 
A b o rig in a l p ro jec ts ; the m edia; ed u ca tio n ; 
domestic violence; police; further information; 
y o u th  is su e s ; p u b lic  tra n sp o rt;  an d  u rb an  
design.

Some questions were answered at the Forum, 
the rest were collected and the answers will be 
distributed later.

T he  seco n d  se ss io n  ex am in ed  how  crim e  
prevention was working in different areas.

The four main pro ject "arms" of the Strategy 
w ere  e x p la in e d  (se e  d ia g ra m ) by  C rim e  
Prevention Unit M anager Sue Millbank.

P re s e n ta t io n s  w e re  g iv e n , d ra w in g  on 
exam ples from  each  o f these p ro jec t areas. 
T hey w ere H ousing  and U rban D esign, Sue 
M illb a n k ; A b o r ig in a l  P ro je c ts ,  R e b e c c a  
T o n k in ; S a lis b u ry  C rim e  P re v e n tio n  
C om m ittee’s in ternal m anagem ent system s, 
Sharon Bax; N oarlunger T ogether A gainst 
C rim e’s dom estic v io lence p ro jec t, M onica 
N ovik; M arion W estfie ld ’s Safer S hopping  
S tudy , K ate M c llw a in ; and S a fe ty  In and  
Around Licensed Premises, Chris Matthews.

S e s s io n  th re e  w as  s p e n t in s u b -g ro u p s  
d iscussing  co n stra in ts  and d iff icu ltie s , and 
w h a t h ad  b e e n  w o rk in g  w e ll .  T h is  
information will be circulated to participants.

Steve Panton gave an interesting presentation 
on how the Crim e Prevention Strategy would 
be evaluated.
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He stressed the need to be asking the right 
questions in the first place, such as what did 
we want to know from an evaluation? Once 
that question was answered, the design of the 
evaluation was much easier.

P a r tic ip a n ts  w ere in te re s te d  in the  fin a l 
session: "What Happens After 1994?"

A stimulating discussion was generated cover 
global issues (that is, the work of the United 
Nations in developing Crime Prevention at the

international level), evaluation, community 
involvement, and roles and responsibilities of 
other agencies.

The Forum is planned as an annual event.

Local Committees Formed to 
Tackle Crime
A major undertaking of the Crime Prevention 
Unit in the past year has been development of 
local crime prevention committees. Twenty 
th ree  co m m ittees  have been e s ta b lish e d  
throughout metropolitan Adelaide and country 
regions.

Committees include representatives from the 
police, local government, State Government 
a g e n c ie s , co m m u n ity  o rg a n isa tio n s , 
Neighbourhood Watch and residents’ groups 
and rep resen ta tives w orking together on a 
ran g e  o f lo ca l c rim e  p re v e n tio n  and 
community safety issues.

To date the Crime Prevention Unit has funded 
19 com m ittees to employ project officers to 
develop local crim e prevention plans. Key 
elements in this process are:

•  Analysing crime problems on the basis 
o f crim e data and other inform ation 
from consultations.

Once approved by the M in ister for C rim e 
Prevention, crime prevention plans form the 
basis of a two year funding agreement with the 
Attorney-General’s Department.

Once approved by the M in ister for C rim e 
Prevention, crime prevention plans form the 
basis of a two year funding agreement with the 
Attorney-General’s Department.

Committees at Noarlunga, Salisbury, Tea Tree 
Gully, Port A delaide , H indm arsh , M ount 
Gambier, Port A ugusta and Port Pirie have 
com pleted crim e prevention plans for their 
lo ca l a reas and rece iv ed  fu n d in g  fo r the  
im plem entation of their plans. Areas w ere 
chosen based on population and crime rates.

The Crime Prevention Unit anticipated that by 
September a further nine areas will be well 
in to  the  im p le m e n ta tio n  p h ase  o f th e ir  
projects.

One of the interesting points to emerge from 
the development of the crime prevention plans 
is the way they have confirmed that the nature 
and e x ten t o f c rim e v a rie s  g rea tly  from  
community to community.

T here  are  o b v io u s ly  com m on c o n ce rn s  
between areas, m ost notably the c luster of 
issu es  su rro u n d in g  ju v e n ile  c rim e and 
d o m estic  v io le n c e . B ut the  way th e se  
problems have been approached the range of 
p ro g ram m es and s tra te g ie s  d ev e lo p ed  
reflected the unique characteristics of each 
area.

The consistent identification of "fear of crime" 
as a m ajor q u a lity -o f-life  issue fo r m any 
communities is also significant. A number of 
media and long-term community development 
strategies have been developed to m eet this 
challenge.

A ssess in g  re so u rce s , se rv ices  and 
p ro g ram m es  w ith in  the  lo c a l 
co m m u n ity  w ith  the  p o te n tia l to 
contribute to crime prevention.

Identify ing  priority  areas for action 
in c lu d in g  s tra te g ie s  and sp ec if ic  
programme proposals for funding.
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