
NSW P O LICE C IT IZ E N S  Y O U T H  C LU B S  S TE P  UP 
Y O U T H  CRIM E P R EV EN TIO N  IN ITIA TIV E S

T h ro u g h o u t 1992 the F ed e ra tio n  o f N SW  
Police C itizens Youth C lubs (PCY Cs) have 
in c re a se d  th e  n u m b er and  ra n g e  o f c rim e  
preven tion  program m es aim ed at educating  
young people at both prim ary and secondary 
school levels.

C h ie f  S u p e rin te n d e n t P erc C a rte r, w ho is 
responsible for managing the State’s fifty two 
clubs is keen to keep the profile of school age 
based workshops high on the agenda. He feels 
th a t it is im p o rtan t to edu ca te  ch ild ren  and 
young people throughout their school years in 
order that they will join with adults in making 
their communities safer places to live.

As well as working through local schools, the 
F edera tion  has been co -o p era tin g  w ith the 
NSW  Office of Juvenile Justice in developing 
special programmes for young offenders.

An impressive list of initiatives includes:

* C R IM E  P R E V E N T IO N
W O R K S H O P S  - The w orkshops are 
c o n d u c te d  fro m  1-3 d ay s  in  w h ich  
police, teachers and students discuss a 
range of issues re la ting  to crim e and 
crim e p rev en tio n . P rog ram m es are 
av a ilab le  fo r bo th  p rim ary  and high 
sch o o l s tu d e n ts  and on o c c a ss io n s  
PCYC personnel have been involved 
in im p le m e n tin g  the  w o rk sh o p s  in  
juvenile justice (detention) centres and 
special schools for state wards.

A new  resource k it is currently  being 
developed between the Federation, the 
Police Service and the D epartm ent of 
School Education to assist police and 
teachers in delivering this programme.

* CO M M U N ITY  SE R V IC E  O RD ERS
- M any  C lu b s  p ro v id e  s u p e rv is e d  
p la c e m e n ts  fo r  y o u n g  o f fe n d e rs  
serv ing  C om m unity  S erv ice  O rders 
involving close liaison with staff of the 
Office of Juvenile Justice. Individuals

d u rin g  th e ir  p la c e m e n ts  p e rfo rm  a 
varie ty  of cleaning , m ain tenance and 
c le rica l tasks and are en co u rag ed  to 
utilise the C lub facilities and have an 
o n g o in g  in v o lv e m e n t w ith  th e  
organisation.

T R U A N C Y  R E D U C T IO N
P R O G R A M M E S  A n u m b e r o f 
C lubs have approached local schools 
and  R eg io n a l O ff ic e ’s o f the  N SW  
D epartm en t o f  School E du ca tio n  to 
d e v e lo p  p ro g ra m m e s  to  d ea l w ith  
reluctant attenders. Such program m es 
include:

alternative school program m es 
located at clubs e.g. B athurst, 
O ra n g e , S h o a lh a v e n  and  
Wollongong;

incen tive  based  p rog ram m es 
fo r im proved  a tten d an ce  e.g . 
Taree, Tamworth;

cam ps fo r p ro b lem  a tten d ers  
h e ld  a t th e  P C Y C ’s C am p  
Mackay;

b re a k fa s t  p ro g ra m m e s  w ith  
tra n sp o rt p ro v id ed  to schoo l 
e.g. Mt. Druitt.

T h e se  p ro g ra m m e s  in v o lv e  c o 
operation betw een Youth C lub Police 
an d  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  S c h o o l 
E d u c a tio n ’s H om e S ch o o l L ia iso n  
Officers.

E M PLO Y M EN T AND TR A IN IN G
A num ber of program m es concerned  
w ith  em ploym ent and tra in in g  have 
been conducted at Clubs including:

building im provem ent projects 
involving local TAFE colleges;
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jo in t ventures w ith Skillshare 
and  o the r tra in in g  p rov iders  
u t i l i s in g  c lu b  f a c i l i t ie s  e .g . 
c o m p u te r  s k i l l  c o u rse s  at 
Newcastle, Lake Illawarra and 
Lake Macquarie;

c a re e r  a d v is e  e x h ib itio n s  
o rg a n is e d  by and  held  at 
various clubs;

p e rs o n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t, jo b  
search skill and career advise 
camps e.g. Lake Illawarra;

Police career lectures;

d is p la y in g  jo b  v a c a n c ie s  
provided at Clubs by local CES 
offices.

C O M M U N IT Y  A ID  PAN EL The
p a n e l p ro v id e s  th e  N SW  ju v e n ile  
justice system with a community based 
sentencing option for young offenders. 
O ne panel has been operating  at the 
C ity of Sydney Club since mid 1990 
with over 200 young people appearing 
before the panel per year. The panel 
c o n s is ts  o f du ty  so lic ito rs  from  the 
C h i ld r e n ’s C o u r ts ,  PC Y C  P o lic e  
O ffice rs , com m unity  w orkers and a 
y o u n g  p e rs o n . Y oung  p eo p le  are  
r e f e r r e d  to th e  p a n e l fro m  the  
c h i ld r e n ’s c o u r t  and  com e to an 
agreem en t w ith the panel on various 
fo rm s  o f  r e s t i tu t io n  w ith in  th e ir  
co m m u n ity  to be p e rfo rm ed  and if  
considered appropriate some form of 
p e rso n a l d ev e lo p m en t course to be 
undertaken.

F A M IL Y  S U P P O R T
P R O G R A M M E S  - Self help groups 
usually involving single mothers meet 
a t C lu b s  fo r  d is c u s s io n  g ro u p s, to 
u t i l i s e  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  in v o lv e  th e ir  
ch ild ren  in p layg roups. Cam ps and 
outings have also been conducted for 
such groups at inner Sydney and outer 
Sydney locations such as Blacktown, 
Glebe and Campbelltown.

D R IV E R  E D U C A T IO N
P R O G R A M M E S  - L e c tu re s  a re  
delivered at schools, C lubs and other 
settings to educate young drivers and 
p o te n tia l  d r iv e r s  on s a fe ty  is s u e s  
p a r t ic u la r ly  s p e e d in g  an d  d r in k  
driving.

T he  m a jo r ity  o f  p o lic e  p e r s o n n e l  
attached to Clubs were trained in 1992 
in the "Road W hys" driver education 
programme developed by the RTA and 
the Police Service. This programme is 
aimed at senior h igh school students 
(years 10-12) and courses commenced 
in a number of schools in late 1992.

B IC Y C L E  SA F E T Y  - A num ber of 
p ro g ra m m e s  a im e d  a t e d u c a tin g  
children on bicycle safety are provided 
by C lu b s . T h e y  in c lu d e  sc h o o l 
lectures, safety clinics and provision of 
safe riding areas.

T he W agga C lu b  o p e n e d  a R o ad  
Safety Training System in April 1992 
w hich  co m p rise s  a s im u la te d  road  
system  com plete  w ith  tra ffic  ligh ts , 
ro u n d -a b o u t, r a i l  c ro s s in g  and  
extensive range of traffic control sign 
p o s tin g  c o m p le te  w ith  b ik e s  and  
h e lm e ts . T he  sy s te m  w as la rg e ly  
funded  by the RTA w ith  a ss is ta n c e  
also provided by council and a local 
service club.

A c o m p re h e n s iv e  b ic y c le  s a fe ty  
p rogram m e has been  d ev e lo p ed  by 
police personnel in con junction  w ith 
the local Road Safety Consultant from 
the D epartm ent of School Education. 
Apart from local schools the facility is 
also being utilised by other PC Y C ’s in 
the Riverina zone.

The Federation is encouraging Branch 
personnel to fu rther develop  b icycle 
safety in their communities through the 
provision of resource material from the 
RTA and jo in t  in i t ia t iv e s  w ith  th e  
Department of School Education.
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PR E V EN TIO N  O F C H IL D  ABUSE
A range of approaches to deal with the 
p ro b le m  o f  ch ild  a b u se  have  been  
in i t ia te d  by P C Y C  O ff ic e r s  in 
conjunction  w ith local po lice patro ls 
and  c o m m u n ity  w o rk e rs .  Such  
a p p ro a c h e s  in c lu d e  c o m m u n ity  
aw aren ess  cam p aig n s, in fo rm atio n  
s e m in a rs ,  and  sc h o o l le c tu r in g  
programmes.

A n u m b er o f PC Y C  O ffic e rs  have 
a t te n d e d  tr a in in g  p ro g ra m m e s  to 
in troduce an educational program m e 
on p ro tective behaviours fo r prim ary 
school ch ildren  by the nam e of "Pete 
and Penny".

g rea ter sense of ow nersh ip  o f c lubs  
am ongst young people, increase at the 
branch level an understanding of youth 
n e e d s  and  is s u e s ,  an d  im p ro v e  
police/youth relations.

PASSIVE R E C R E A T IO N  A R EA S
The majority of Clubs provide passive 
recreation areas or "drop in" centres to 
cater for young people who tend not to 
participate in the m ore structured and 
com petitive Club activities. This type 
of service attracts a high proportion of 
at risk  youth who p artic ipa te  in such 
passive recreation activities as playing 
po o l and  v id eo  g am es, l is te n in g  to 
music and watching television.

S E L F  D E V E L O P M E N T
P R O G R A M M E S  A v a r ie ty  o f  
program m es are conducted to develop 
self esteem  and skills of young people 
at risk. Such programmes include peer 
support cam ps, liv ing  sk ills  courses 
and lectures.

Y O U T H  C O N S U L T A T IV E
C O M M IT T E E S  - A number of Clubs 
hav e  fo rm ed  c o m m itte e s  o f  young  
people to; assist in the development of 
activities and programmes, develop a

D R U G  A N D  A L C O H O L  
ED U CA TIO N  AND P R E V E N T IO N
- Various Clubs have been involved in 
conducting a range o f program m es to 
educate young people on the dangers 
of alcohol and drug abuse. Club staff 
are im plementing such program m es in 
c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  D ru g  E d u c a tio n  
C onsultan ts from  the D epartm en t of 
School E ducation  and tra in ed  D rug 
and A lcohol w orkers. P rog ram m es 
inc lude educa tion , d iv e rs io n a ry  and 
sk ills  based  a c tiv it ie s  co n d u c ted  in 
schools, clubs and other settings.

W A G GA ’S B IC Y C L E  SAFETY  TR A C K
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