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Instead of another
attack onthepricks
in public life—and
on recalcitrant
colleagues in the
media—today | proposeto attack the public.
Not just for thesakeof argument, but because
thepublichasacaseto answer.

I’ ve been belting out columnsfor The Australian
for decades. Givenmy ideological proclivities, my
tenuremay seemmysterious. | putitdowntopity at
theloftiest heightsof NewsLimited. Yet therewasa
timewhen Rupert Murdoch—hehimsdf —persondly
sacked me. Thisled to me spending afew yearsat
The Age, then known by itsconservativecriticsas
“the Spencer Street Soviet”. Themanaging director
was the young Ranald McDonald, with Graham
Perkin hislegendary editor. Under their protection,
Ben Hillsran the Insight investigative team, and
managed to reveal all sorts of mendacity in
Melbourne, both mercantile and municipal.
Publishing this stuff was seen assubversive by the
powerbrokers who dwelt in Toorak and dined at
the Melbourne Club. McDonald, inspired by the
example of Katharine Graham at The Washington
Post, was despised asaclasstraitor.

One Insight investigation revealed that a highly
significant Melburnian, aknight of therealm, had
done sometrading that was more down-under than
ingder. Itinvolved theproposed underground railway
andthebuying up of red estatethat, eerily, coincided
with the undisclosed locations for the subway
stations. As you can imagine, the profits were
enormous. And what happened when The Age
brokethe story?Next to nothing. Therewasmuch

tut-tutting and tsk-tsking, but no-onewent to jail.
When similar storiesby theteam failed to dislodge
other prominent miscreants, | realised that it wasthe
public’sfault. The mediahad doneitsjob, and they
weren't doing theirs.

Melbourneregarded itsalf asmorally and culturaly
superior tosinful, sensua Sydney —thecity seenas
thestandard-bearer inall formsof criminality, from
bent copsto corporate crooks. Why, then, did so
many of Melbourne' sbetter known citizenssurvive
scandals—even get away with murder?

Therewasevenacaseinvolvingawel-known public
figurewhosewifediedin mysterious circumstances
closely resembling homicide. Though he had both
motive and opportunity, the case, despite broad
hintinginthemedia, wasnever investigated.

Thesedays, of course, peopleareinuredto political
outrages. They expect them, takethem for granted,
evenenjoy them. Thepublicwill getitsknickersina
twist over adlly matter such asPeter Reith’smobile
phone, whileignoring hisinvolvement inhavingtroops
secretly trained in Dubai to be strike-breakers —
something that could have, should have, brought the
government down. When the samegentleman played
aleadingroleinthe*” children overboard” con, once
againweallowed himto get away withit. And only
grumbled mildly when he was rewarded with an
important overseas posting.

Recently, Helen Trincawrote aforensi c account of
thewatersidewars, focusing onthe Dubai story and
the government’ sdeniasof involvement. Onceagain,
the revelations were of an order that would have
toppled any respectable government, if that’snot an
oxymoron. Yet her book failed to raise an eyebrow.
Nor did Dark Mictory, written by David Marr and
Marian Wilkinson. It turned the searchlight and the
blowtorch on the behaviour of our leadersduring
and after Tampa, but provoked neither public nor
fellow journalistsinto appropriate apoplexy.
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The recent controversies swirling around the ex-
minister for immigration, involving international
criminality, generousdonationsto party sush funds
and the provision of visasfailed to dislodge Philip
Ruddock. Indeed, the PM gave the minister an
astonishing promotion. A blokewhose compliance
with thelaw may at some stage be questioned has
been appointed Attorney General! Torunthelaws
of theland! And the public copsit.

Asrecently asthe Hawkeyears, ministeria heads
rolled onafairly regular basis. But, despiteHoward's
promiseto enforce ministerial rectitude, naughty
ministersare defended. Theworst aWilson Tuckey
need fear isareshuffle. When the PM takesusto
war via a series of shonky manoeuvres and
misrepresentations, you' d expect community outrage.
Blairiscoppingitin Britainand BushintheUS. But
here? TheAustralian public doesn’t seemtogivea
stuff. Newspoll announcesthat 71 per cent of the
public feel they’ve been misled, but the PM’s
popularity rises. Just like John Laws andAlan Jones
ratingsrose after areluctant Australian Broadcasting
Authority wasforced to investigate the “cash for
comment” affair.

Themediamight not cover itself inglory ona
raft of issues, but the public is complicit in
letting the system down. You don’'t need to
watch The X-Filesto know thetruthisout there.
It'sfreely availableto anyonewho caresto read
widely, either by selective scrutiny of the
mainstream media or via the Web. We're
dealingwith apublic that doesn’t want to know.
A publicthat choosestoignorethetruth about
Tampa, the refugees, SIEV-X, the detention
centres, thewar inlrag.

A public that proffers the blind eye and deaf
ear, preferring to live in the amoral world of
blissful, wilful ignorance. Instead of being
enraged by the lies of our leaders and the
gutlessness of the Opposition, we excuse our
failure as citizens by saying, “We're not to
blame; they’ vemade uscynical.” Sorry, that’s
not good enough.

Thepublic hastoliftitsgame.

It's time - release all children and
families from immigration
detention

The Human Rights Commissioner Dr Sev
Ozdowski welcomed thegover nment’sdecision
to release Iranian asylum seeker Ibrahim
Sammaki from immigr ation detention and grant
him permanent residency in Australia.

Dr Ozdowski hascaledfor asmilar compassionate
responseto be shown by releasing al childrenand
their families in detention into the Australian
community.

“The government’s decision to permit
Sammaki to bring his two Indonesian
children (Sarah, aged 4 and Safdar aged 8)
toAustraliademonstratesthat compassion
isanindispensablecomponent when dedling
withmigration and refugeeissues,” said Dr
OzdowsKi.

“Itisclear itistimefor thegovernment to
extend thiscompassionto theremaining 96
childreninAugtrdianimmigration detention
(excluding Nauru) by releasing them and
their familiesintothecommunity.”

The Commissioner said that many Australians
including himself believessuchastepwould:

1. be beneficial to the children and their
families

2. dlow therehabilitation processto begin
sooner rather than | ater, asultimately more
than 90 per cent are found to be refugees
and arereleasedintothecommunity (Iranian
children - 97 per cent and Afghan children
95 per cent)

3. enablethisdecision to be madewithout
contradicting Australia sborder protection
policiesand principlesof sovereignty.

“The UN Convention on the Rightsof the
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