
Female Genital Mutilation
- What Can You Do to Stop this Abhorrent Practice?

T h e r e  are  o n ly  a n e c d o ta l  r e fe r e n c e s  to  

F e m a le  G e n ita l M u t ila t io n  (F G M ) ta k in g  

p la c e  in  A u str a lia . H o w e v e r  it  i s  g e n e r a lly  

b e l ie v e d  th a t in c id e n ts  d o  o c c u r , th e  c h ild  

b e in g  m u tila te d  in  h e r  o w n  s ta te , ta k e n  

in te r s ta te  o r  o v e r s e a s .  S u c h  in c id e n ts  are, 

o f  c o u r s e , su r r o u n d e d  b y  se c r e c y .

C h ild r e n  m u s t  b e  p r o te c te d  a g a in s t  th is  

v io la t io n  o f  th e ir  r ig h ts , an d  D C I  is  k e e p in g  

u p -to -d a te  o n  th is  v e r y  im p o r ta n t is s u e .  A s  

a n  a c t iv e  m e m b e r  o f  D C I , I a m  c o m p il in g  

in fo r m a t io n  an d  a m  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  a ll s ta te  

c o o r d in a to r s  o f  th e  P r o g r a m m e  in  o rd er  to  

d o  th is .

T h e  F G M  P r o g r a m m e , th r o u g h  e a c h  S ta te /  

T errito ry  F G M  R e fe r e n c e  G r o u p , s e r v e s  an  

im p o r ta n t r o le  in  e d u c a t in g  th e  m e d ic a l  

p r o fe s s io n , s e r v ic e s  p r o v id e r s  a n d  th e  

c o m m u n ity  at la r g e  o n  h o w  to  h a n d le  in c i ­

d e n ts  w ith  s e n s it iv ity .  H o w e v e r , i t  is  n o w  

e s s e n t ia l  th a t a ll S ta te s  an d  T err ito r ies  h a v e  

e f f e c t iv e  c o m p le m e n ta r y  le g is la t io n .

T h e  N a t io n a l E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m m e  o n  

F G M , e s ta b l is h e d  3  y e a r s  a g o , a im s  to  

p r e v e n t  th e  p r a c t ic e  in  A u s tr a lia  th r o u g h  

e d u c a t io n , in fo r m a t io n  a n d  su p p o r t. A t  th is  

s ta g e  o n ly  A C T , N S W , S A  a n d  V ic to r ia  

h a v e  le g is la t io n  p r o h ib it in g  th e  p r a c t ic e .  

T h e s e  s ta te  la w s  p r o h ib it  F G M  w ith in  th e  

s ta te , a n d  a ls o  p r o h ib it  th e  r e m o v a l  o f  a  

c h i ld  to  a n o th e r  s ta te  o r  to  a n o th e r  co u n tr y  

to  p e r fo r m  th e  m u t ila t io n . Q ld , W A , N T  

a n d  T a sm a n ia  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n y  le g is la t io n  

w h ic h  p r o h ib its  th e  p r a c t ic e  th e  F G M ,  

a lth o u g h  u n d er  c h i ld  p r o te c t io n  p o l ic ie s  

s o m e  a c t io n  c a n  b e  ta k en . T h is  i s  n o t  

a d e q u a te .

O n e  m e a su r e  w h ic h  w o u ld  v e r y  e f f e c t iv e ly

p r o te c t  c h ild r e n  fr o m  F G M  w o u ld  b e  to  

r e q u ir e  a d u lt  m ig r a n ts  fr o m  r e le v a n t  c o u n ­

tr ie s  to  s ig n  a S ta tu to r y  D e c la r a t io n  s ta t in g  

th a t th e y  w i l l  n o t  a l lo w  F G M  to  b e  c a r r ie d  

o u t  o n  a c h ild .

T h e  M in is te r  fo r  I m m ig r a t io n  s h o u ld  ta k e  a 

f ir m  s ta n d  o n  th is  im m e d ia te ly .  P le a s e  

w r ite  to  th e  F e d e r a l M in is te r  fo r  I m m ig r a ­

t io n  a n d  th e  M in is te r  fo r  H e a lth  in  y o u r  

s ta te /te r r ito r y  in  su p p o r t  o f  th e s e  fu r th er  

m e a s u r e s .
A lena A lm assy

... o n  th e  issu e o f  m ale  
g e n ita l m u tila tio n  ...

D C I h as at last r e c e iv ed  a resp o n se  to its  letter  
to  the A ttorn ey-G en era l on  th is subject, w h ich  
w as reported  in  the last issu e  o f  A u stra lia n  
C h ild r e n ’s  R ig h ts  N e w s .

T h e  fo llo w in g  is  an extract from  the rep ly  
p rov id ed  b y  N ic k  G rono, A d v iso r  to the  
A ttorn ey-G en era l:

. female circumcision, in particular the 
practice of infibulation, is a far more exten­
sive operation than male circumcision and 
can result in severe injury to the victims of 
this practice ... Unlike female circumcision, 
there is no undisputed evidence that male 
circumcision causes lasting medical, 
psychological or emotional trauma ... Male 
circumcision has not attracted widespread 
condemnation from the international com­
munity or declaration that the practice 
must be stopped.

It is appropriate, therefore, that the issues 
of male and female circumcision be han­
dled separately and appropriately in ac­
cordance with community and interna­
tional expectations.”
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