From the Editor...

The theme for Reform 79, ‘The Challenge of the New Genetics’, was inspired
by the joint inquiry being conducted by the Australian Law Reform Com-

mission and the Australian Health Ethics Committee.

The focus of this joint inquiry is on the protection of human genetic infor-
mation, and particularly on issues of ethics, privacy and discrimination.
ALRC President Professor David Weisbrot provides a summary of the
ALRC/AHEC inquiry in his article beginning on page 5.

Issues such as the use of genetic testing in insurance, examined by Profes-
sor Raeburn (page 32); the use of DNA testing in law enforcement, consid-
ered by Andrew Haesler (page 27); and genetic counselling, explored by Dr

Kristine Barlow-Stewart (page 14), are central to the joint inquiry.

It is important to note, however, that some of the articles in this edition of
Reform pick up themes that are beyond the terms of reference for the joint

inquiry, such as cloning, prenatal testing and gene patenting.

These articles were sought for this issue of Reform to provide an indication

of the range of issues affected by developments in the ‘new genetics’.
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and should be sent to:
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When preparing contributions, con-
tributors should note the following
points:

1/ Electronic lodgement of articles (by
e-mail or disc) is preferred. Articles
should be in RTF, Word or WordPer-
fect formats. Discs should be IBM-
compatible. Articles may also be sub-
mitted in hardcopy. by fax or mail.

2/ All articles submitted on paper should
be typed in double-space on one side
only of Ad paper.

3/ The name, address and phone
number of the author must be
attached to the article.

4/ Articles should be between 1000 and
3500 words in length. Shorter arti-
cles are welcome. Contributions to
‘Reform Roundup’ should be under
1000 words.

5/ Articles submitted to Reform should
be in final form as corrections on
proofs will be limited to literal errors
or changes necessitated by legal
developments.

6/  Articles submitted to Reform for pub-
lication must be original and not cur-
rently under consideration for publi-
cation elsewhere, except by prior
arrangement.

7/ The Australian Law Reform Commis-
sion (ALRC) reserves the right to
republish all material on its home-
page on the Internet and to use all
accepted articles for promotion of the
journal.

8/ The ALRC reserves the right to edit
submitted articles so they conform
with Reform’s writing style. The
Editor will seek to contact contribu-
tors to verify changes before publica-
tion.

Style

1/ All articles must be written in clear,
accessible language.

2/ Contributors should seek to minimise
the use of endnotes.

3/  All legislation, international instru-
ments, organisations and cases
referred to should be clearly identifi-
able.

4/  Gender neutral language should be
used.

5/ Avoid unnecessary punctuation.
Abbreviations should not be followed
by a full stop.




