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arrangements between Commonwealth and States. 
The Commonwealth would wish to avoid taking 
any initiatives for uniformity in this area which 
could have the effect of creating apparent 
anomalies in State courts or apparent discrepancies 
in the treatment of detainees in State prisons.

The Attorney-General declared that the 
increase in non-custodial sentencing options 
was ‘the most significant development’ in the 
reduction of imprisonment. He said that one 
could not doubt the need for adequate crime 
statistics, the absence of which is trenchantly 
criticised in the ALRC report. Senator Durack 
also announced that he hoped that the States 
and the Commonwealth could enact relevant 
legislation soon to permit exchanges of 
prisoners, so that persons convicted in other 
jurisdictions could be transferred to prisons 
closer to their homes. On the subject of cri­
minal statistics, the Commissioner of the 
Australian Federal Police, Sir Colin Woods, 
earlier had some characteristically blunt things 
to say. He declared that many magistrates in 
Australia were forced to work ‘in the dark’ in 
imposing sentences in criminal cases. Not only 
were they not provided with any systematic 
information by which they could check their 
sentence. They also received no feedback on 
the people they had sent for punishment. In 
the recent Judicial Survey conducted by the 
ALRC with the N.S.W. Law Foundation, 74% 
of judicial officers answered that they either 
favoured or strongly favoured the compilation 
of detailed statistical data on sentencing as a 
means of promoting uniformity. Of the 
remaining 26%, the majority was either neutral 
or unsure rather than opposed to the idea.
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