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Tasmanian Law Reform Commission 
(TasX.R.C.)
• Uncollected and Found Goods, Disposal of. Re

vised report considered by Commission and 
final draft for consideration at June meeting of 
Commission.

• Exemption Clauses and Implied Obligations in
Contracts of Sale and Services. Authority ob
tained for further research by Mr. J. Livermore, 
Lecturer in Commercial Law, University of 
Tasmania.

Victorian Chief Justice’s
Law Reform Committee (V.CJ.C.)
• Occupiers' Liability. Draft Bill still awaited.
• Wills: Construction of. W.I.H.
• Unincorporated Associations. W.I.H.
• Oaths and Affirmations. W.I.H.
• Insurance on Real Property. Sub-committee re

port not adopted. Referred back to new sub
committee.

• Habeas Corpus Act. W.I.H.
• Foreign Attachments. W.I.H.
• Contribution. Sub-corn, report for reconsideration

following S.A.L.R.C. report.
• Sale of Land on Deferred Terms. Report adopted.
• Trustee Companies. Sub-committee appointed.
• Wills: Mentally III Testators. Sub-committee

appointed.
• Contracts: Exemption Clauses. Sub-committee

appointed.
Victorian Law Reform Commissioner 
(V.L.R.C.)
• Innocent Misrepresentation in Contracts. Report

No. 7 should be issued within four weeks.
• Criminal Law: Duress, Coercion and Necessity.

W.P.5 should be distributed in two months.
• Pre-Incorporation Contracts. W.P. still in the

course of preparation.
• Corporate Crimes. Some preliminary work is

being undertaken on this subject.

Victorian Statute Law Revision Committee 
(V.S.L.R.C.)
• Imperial Acts Application Act. Report presented

2 May 1978.
• Magistrates’ (Summary Proceedings) Act s.44.

(Prohibition of Publication of Committal Pro
ceedings.) Report presented 10 May 1978.

• Constitution Act. Evidence being taken.
• Privacy. W.I.H. Interim report in Spring session

possible.
• Animals on Highways. W.I.H. Report due late

1978.
• Animals: Protection of. W.I.H. Report due late

1978.
• Adoption: Access to Information. W.I.H. Report

due late 1978.
• Trustee Companies. W.I.H.
• Local Government. Not yet proceeding actively.
• Privacy (Debt Collection Agencies). W.I.H.

Western Australia Law Reform Commission
(W.A.L.R.C.)
• Minors’ Contracts (No. 25 Part II). W.P. due

soon.
• Small Debts Court (No. 63). W.P. due soon.
• Report on Review of the Land Agents Act (Pro

ject No. 37)—a Bill (Real Estate & Business 
Agents Bill) implementing the W.A.L.R.C. rec
ommendations as to land and business agents 
has been introduced into the W.A. Parliament.

New References
The following new references were received by

L.R.C.s since April 1978:
N.S.W.L.R.C.: Ethnic Groups and the Law. General 

reference to take up matters raised by Ethnic 
Affairs Commission. The two Commissions 
will seek specific approval from the Attorney- 
General on matters to be taken up from time 
to time by the N.S.W.L.R.C. within the scope 
of this general reference.

Tas.L.R.C.: Wills.
: Stock Straying on to the Highway, Liability for 

Damage by and to.
: Secondhand Dealers Act 1905.

V.C.J.C.: Trustee Companies.
: Wills.
: Exemption Clauses in Contracts.

V.S.L.R.C.: Constitution (Local Government) Bill.
: Privacy (Debt Collection Agencies—Publication).

Obituary
The Hon. Sir Samuel Cooke

The second Chairman of the Law Commission of 
England and Wales, Sir Samuel Cooke, has died. 
Born in 1912, he was educated at Cambridge where 
he graduated with first-class honours both in the 
classical tripos and in the law tripos. He was Presi
dent of the Cambridge Union Society in 1934. He 
was called to the Bar by Lincoln’s Inn in 1936 and 
began a busy practice which took him to silk in 
1960 and appointment as a judge of the High Court 
of Justice in 1967. He assumed office as Chairman 
of the Law Commission in 1973 and led it through 
an important time of transition. His friendly and 
scholarly personality made an impression on all who 
met him.
Mr. M. R. Penketh

The Chairman of the Interdepartmental Commit
tee on Law Reform for the Capital Territory, Mr.
M. R. Penketh, has died in Canberra aged 55. Born 
in Sydney and educated at Fort Street High School, 
he joined the then Department of the Interior in 
1964. His position as Chairman of the A.C.T. Com
mittee has been taken by Mr. A. S. Blunn.


